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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2: 
For Everyone Born… 
A Place at the Table: 
9 am — Registration 

10 am — Opening Worship  
11 am — Delegate Orientation 

12 pm — Lunch/Lunch Meetings 
2 pm — Business Sessions 

5:30 pm — Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner or on your own 

6 pm — Sr. High/Young Adults Dinner 
& Games 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3: 
For Everyone Born… 

Creators of Justice & Joy: 
7:30 am — Pastors’ Breakfast 

 
For Everyone Born… 

To Witness & Worship: 
10 am — Ordination Service 

 
For Everyone Born… 
A New Way to Live: 

11 am — Communion Service 

“For Everyone Born” 



S 
hirley Erena Murray’s text, “For Everyone 
Born,” is a powerful hymn for human rights 
and justice. First published in 2008 by the 

Global Praise unit of the General Board of Global 
Ministries1, Community of Christ plans to include 
it with Brian Mann’s similarly titled composition in 
its hymnal, Community of Christ Sings, to be re-
leased in 2013 with new translations in Spanish and 
French. This hymn strongly resounds with the en-
during principles2 of the denomination, created by 
an international council representing its global 
membership. Ironically it has also ignited a struggle 
over its very inclusion in the collection. 
 Because Community of Christ is represented 
in over 55 countries and committed to being an inte-
grated global family, approximately 15% of the 650 
hymns in the collection will be multilingual, repre-
senting a total of 25 languages spoken within the de-
nomination. These songs will carry the three domi-
nant languages of the denomination, English, 
French, and Spanish, as footnoted text meanings or 
sing‐able translations. The intent is to have a 
“global core repertoire” for members to learn 
throughout the world and sing together in interna-
tional gatherings regardless of one’s native language. 
When “For Everyone Born” came to the attention 
of the hymnal editorial team, it was submitted for 
its complex themes of hospitality and peace‐making 
represented in each verse and its alignment with the 
denomination's mission to promote communities of 
joy, hope, love, and peace. The text was such a 
strong candidate because of the struggles and com-
plex issues facing the church in various cultures in 
various ways. 
 Murray presents the unconditional and chal-
lenging vision of God’s shalom, especially as it ad‐
dresses the worth of all persons.3 Ms. Murray 
writes:4 

 
I wrote this text in 1998, when I was in-
volved with work for Amnesty Interna-
tional and because I couldn’t find any-
thing to reflect a broad overview of hu-
man rights in any hymnbook. You can see 
that I have used some of the very basic 

ideas of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights—the right to shelter, safety, 
food, and later, the right to a job, to free-
dom of speech and worship. I’ve tried to 
put them in a context which relates direct-
ly to the Gospel, but without excluding 
those who are not of the Christian faith…. 
But in [a] more specific way, and to me 
an authentic one, it relates deeply and im-
mediately to the manifesto of Jesus and all 
that he taught. What is this table? In my 
mind it began as the table of the world in 
the peaceable kingdom, an imaginary 
place of justice and joy where everyone 
gathers and is fed. But inevitably it was 
taken up as a communion hymn, in the 
context of the Holy Table… And in places 
where exclusion by the Church is a source 
of injustice and pain, as with the gay and 
lesbian communities, it has been used to 
ask for a place at the table, along with 
every other believer. 

 
 In all the compelling and powerful ways this 
text “speaks” to us, it also triggers emotional reac‐
tions and can be difficult to sing. In particular, verse 
four sparked robust debate in the selection process. 
The file is thick with wide reviews from various 
sources and feedback from counselors, social work-
ers, and pastors over the tensions between seeing the 
ideal of Christ’s teachings of reconciliation and 
wholeness and the realities of extreme sexual abuse 
and pastoral care. We are certainly challenged by 
this hymn to live into what the church claims to be-
lieve and called by the Creator to help bring into 
being. When asked whether Ms. Murray foresaw 
challenges for congregational singing, she respond-
ed:5 
 

… I wrote the ‘tough’ verse 4 because I 
knew, under the manifesto of Jesus, that 
even the worst abuse has to be dealt with 
and faced, and forgiveness requires sing-
ing about here. Of course, I have had 
much reaction to this – personal stories of 
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Restrooms 
 The main restrooms for this building are located 

downstairs, and have several stalls. There are 
two single-stall co-ed restrooms located upstairs. 
Please leave the upstairs restrooms for those 
with accessibility issues, for whom going 
downstairs is difficult. 

 

Water 
 For your convenience, we have provided two 

water coolers: one in the library (see map, page 
4) and one in the music room. There are also two 
drinking fountains in the hallway. You may fill 
your own water bottle or use the paper cups 
provided, but please do not bring paper cups or 
other containers without a lid into the gym.  

 

Child Care 
 Saturday: Child care is available for children 

ages 11 and under, from 9:45 am to 5:30 pm (or 
when the meeting is adjourned). Please pick up 
your children during lunch. 

 Sunday: Child care is available for children ages 
11 and under, from 9:45 am to 12:30 pm (or when 
the worship service is over). 

 

Fundraisers/Information Tables 
A number of congregations and associated groups 
have fundraising or information tables in the music 
room. Be sure to stop by on a break and visit! 
 Garden Grove Congregation is selling espresso 

and special coffee drinks, pastries and baked 
goods.  

 Caravan is offering a variety of items as 
fundraisers for their 2014 venture to Idaho, 
including cold drinks and candy bars, reusable 
Community of Christ water bottles, sweatshirts, 
and seat cushions. 

 Orphans Africa has an information table. 
 Kathy Sahlberg, Rogue Valley Congregation, is 

selling handmade scarves. Proceeds go to the 
Medford BackPack Program for children. 

 Missy Slover, Albany Congregation, is selling 
blankets, paper boxes and gift bags to benefit 
Aid Africa.  

Lunch 
 Reservations for the in-house catered lunch are 

required and limited. You should have picked up 
your lunch tickets during registration this 
morning. If you still need to pick up your lunch 
tickets or did not make reservations but would 
like to attend the lunch, please see Shari Amos. 
A lunch menu and area restaurants can be found 
on page 27. Lunch is served downstairs in the 
dining hall. Please have your ticket ready. 

 Seventies, High Priests (including Bishops and 
Evangelists), Aaronic Ministries Leadership and 
Mission Center Choir will have lunch meetings 
in assigned rooms during lunch; please allow 
them to go through the lunch line first so that 
they can get to their meetings on time.  

 

Saturday Night Events 
 If you signed up to participate in Guess Who’s 

Coming for Dinner?, be sure you have received 
your location information, and meet at your 
assigned location following adjournment at 5:30 
pm. (See page 72.) 

 Sr. High Youth and Young Adults are invited to 
the home of Erik & Carla Nilsen (2111 SW Arnold 
St., Portland OR) for dinner, fun and games from 6
-10 pm. For more information, contact Event 
Coordinators Andrew (503-734-5614) or Emily 
Nilsen (503-984-0095). (See page 73.) 

 All Singles are invited to join Denise Boyles and 
Tom & Susan Webber at the Village Inn 
Restaurant (1621 NE 10th Avenue, Portland) for 
fellowship immediately after adjournment.  

 

Daylight Savings Time 
 Don’t forget! Daylight Savings Time ends at 2 

am Sunday morning. Turn your clocks back an 
hour and enjoy an extra hour of sleep! 

 

Evaluations 
 A Conference Evaluation form was distributed 

with this packet. Please fill this evaluation out 
and leave it on the registration table before you 
depart. Your feedback helps us improve 
Conference each year! 
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Delegate Allotment & Formula 

Delegate  
Formula: 
Membership:  
 < 60 = 2 
 60-119 = 4 
 120-239 = 6 
 240-480 = 8 
 > 480 = 10 

GPNW Congregation July 2013 Membership MC Conference Delegates 

Albany, OR 79 4 

Auburn, WA 221 6 

Bend, OR 176 6 

Bremerton, WA 139 6 

Cottage Grove, OR 50 2 

Cowlitz Valley, WA 109 4 

Crystal Springs, WA 408 8 

East Wenatchee, WA 37 2 

Ellensburg, WA 40 2 

Eugene, OR 241 8 

Fairbanks, AK 71 4 

Garden Grove, WA 143 6 

Highland Park, WA 133 6 

Klamath Falls, OR 41 2 

Lower Columbia, OR 6 2 

Mat-Su Valley, AK 28 2 

Mossy Rock, WA 8 2 

Myrtle Point, OR 88 4 

Neilton, WA 19 2 

Olympia, WA 83 4 

Portland, OR 557 10 

Puyallup, WA 246 8 

Rainier Valley, WA 88 4 

Redmond, OR 72 4 

Renton, WA 222 6 

Rogue Valley, OR 131 6 

Roseburg, OR 56 2 

Salem, OR 125 6 

Samish, WA 81 4 

Selah, WA 43 2 

Sequim, WA 11 2 

Southridge, WA 177 6 

Tuality CC, OR 304 8 

University Place, WA 213 6 

Woodburn, OR 71 4 

Woodland Park, WA 160 6 

Yakima, WA 43 2 

MC Council & Officers - 10 

MC Field Ministers - 6 

Total 4,720 184 



Portland Congregation Map:  
Main Floor 
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Portland Congregation Map:  
Lower Floor 
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Parliamentary Guide 

 A main motion must be moved, seconded, and 
stated by the Chair before it can be discussed. 

 If you approve the motion as it is, vote for it. 

 If you disapprove the motion, in toto, vote 
against it. 

 If you approve the idea of the motion, but want 
to change it in some manner, move to amend it 
by adding, deleting, or striking out a word, 
phrase, or section with a proposed substitute for 
it 

 If you want competent advice to help you to 
make your decision, move to refer the motion to 
an appropriate person or committee with 
instructions to report back. 

 If you feel that they can handle it better than the 
assembly, move to refer the motion to a 
committee with, power to act. 

 If you think that the assembly should not act on 
the motion, move that it lay on the table. 

 If you want time to think the motion over, move 
that consideration be deferred to a certain time. 

 If you think that further discussion is 
unnecessary, move the previous question. 

 If you think that the assembly should give 
further consideration to a motion referred to a 
committee, move that the motion be recalled. 

 If you think that the assembly should give 
further consideration to a matter already voted 
on, move that it be reconsidered. (This can be 
done only by persons who voted on the 
prevailing side of the decision).  

 If you think that a matter introduced is not 
germane to the matter at hand, a question of 
order may be raised.  

 Nominations are not seconded, only motions are 
seconded. 

 

Legislative, Administrative and 
Judicial Functions 
“No legislative body (i.e. Mission Center 
Conference) can rightfully take to itself 
administrative or judicial functions, such as 
initiating calls to priesthood (clearly an 
administrative function) or trying a church member 
accused of transgression (a judicial function).” Rules 
and Resolutions, Herald House, 1980, p. 14. 
 

Refraining from Attacking a Member's 
Motives 
“When a question is pending, a member can 
condemn the nature of likely consequences of the 
proposed measure in strong terms, but he/she must 
avoid personalities, and under no circumstances can 
he/she attack or question the motives of another 
member...” Robert's Rules of Order (Revised), Scott, 
Foreman & Co., 1970, p. 331.  
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Gathering Hymns: .......................................................................................................................... Congregation 
Great and Marvelous ........................................................................................................................ Page 10  
Now in This Moment ........................................................................................................................ Page 11  
Gather Us In .................................................................................................................................... Page 12  
 

Welcome & Flag Ceremony ......................................................................................................... Sean Langdon 
 
Call to Worship:  
     Video: Taking the Table Everywhere 
 
     *Invocation Hymn ................................................................................................................................ Page 13 

Come, Holy Spirit, Come (once) ................................................................. Ryan Nilsen & Cally Velarde 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come (twice) .......................................................................................... Congregation 

 
For Everyone Born… A Place at the Table: 
     Vignette ........................................................................................................................................ Rich Sowers 
 
     Hymn: For Everyone Born, verse 1 only  ................................................................................................. Page 14 
 
     Morning Challenge ..................................................................................................................... Ron Harmon 
 
Disciple’s Generous Response:  
     Blessing and Receiving of our Tithes and Offerings ................................................................ Cheryl Davis 

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your 
brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so 
you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and 
you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous. —Luke 14:12-14 
 

*Hymn: Community of Christ, verses 1, 2 & 3 only  ......................................................................................Page 15 
 
*Prayer of Blessing for Community at Conference .................................................................. Brenda Sargent 
 
*Congregation stands if possible 
 
Pianist: .......................................................................................................................................... Mary Richardson 
Bagpipe: .................................................................................................................................. Christian Skoorsmith 
Drums: ............................................................................................................................................... Tom Needham 
Flag Ceremony Coordinator: .................................................................................................................... Rick Naten 

Opening Worship 

For Everyone Born… A Place at the Table 



Great and Marvelous 
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Words: Charlotte G. Homer, Tune: Charles H. Gabriel 
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Now In This Moment 

Stanza Words: Richard P. and Barbara Howard, Refrain Words: Fanny J. Crosby, Music: Phoebe P. Knapp 
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Gather Us In 

Words and Music: Marty Haugen 
© 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 

OneLicense #A-718381 (GPNW-MC) 
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Come, Holy Spirit, Come 

Words and Music: Vicky Vaughan 
© 1998 Vicky Vaughan 



For Everyone Born 
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Words: Shirley Erena Murray, Music: Brian Mann 
Words: © 1998 Hope Publishing, Music: © 2006 Brian Mann, Admin by General Board of Global Ministries, GBG Musik 

OneLicense #A-718381 (GPNW-MC) 
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Community of Christ 

Words and Music: Jay Goos 
© 2002 Community of Christ Copyright Corp. 
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Prelude ....................................................................................................................................................... Mary Richardson 
 
Welcome, Introductions and Announcements.......................................................... Kathy Sharp and Shari Amos 
 
*Hymn: God of Grace and God of Laughter (CCS 100) ............................................................................................ Page 17 
 
*Invocation .......................................................................................................................................................Dan Jackson 
 
*Piano Response ..................................................................................................................................... Mary Richardson 
  
Delegate Orientation ................................................................................................................. Kathy Sharp, Pages 5, 8 
 
Financial Officer’s Report, Presentation and Review of Financial Reports 
and 2014 Mission Center Budget ........................................................................................ Bill McFarlin, Pages 18-28 
 
*Hymn: We Are People of God’s Peace (CCS 306) ................................................................................................... Page 29 
 
*Benediction .............................................................................................................................................. Stan Corrington 
 
*Response 
 
Recess for Lunch ..................................................................................................................................................... Pages 30-31 
 
*Congregation stands if possible 
 
Facilitating ............................................................................................................................................... Mission Center Officers 
Lead Musician .................................................................................................................................................. Mary Richardson 
 
 

Don’t forget! 
 Parents, please pick up your child from child care for lunch. Child care resumes at 1:50 pm.  

 Lunch on your own or catered lunch for those with meal tickets in downstairs dining hall. Thank you to Patty 
and Jim Balsiger for catering. 

 Seventies, High Priests, Aaronic Ministries Leaders and Mission Center Choir are meeting onsite in an-
nounced areas. If you are attending one of these meetings and have a meal ticket, please proceed to the front 
of the lunch line so that you can get to your meeting quickly.  

 If you haven’t had a chance yet to check out the fundraising and informational tables in the Music Room, 
lunch is a great time for that! 

 Delegate Alternates: if you have NOT checked in at the Registration Table for a congregational assignment, 
please do so immediately following this session.  

 Business Meeting convenes at 2 pm. 

For Everyone Born… A Place at the Table 

Delegate Orientation & Discussion 
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God of Grace and God of Laughter 
For Everyone Born 

Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr., Music: William Moore 
Words: © 1989 Hope Publishing 

CCLI #121579 
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Financial Officer’s Report: Fall 2013 

T 
he Mission of Jesus Christ continues to be 
lived out in our congregations, throughout 
the Mission Center and around the World. 

You are to be commended for your work in aligning 
individual resources and our collective resources 
with that ongoing mission. It is my hope and prayer 
that our efforts to welcome Zion, God’s Dream into 
this world will grant us glimpses of a more peace-
filled world and healthier, more just relationships. 
To that end, I provide this report for your consider-
ation of our collective stewardship of God’s re-
sources. May we be wise and generous disciples in 
the pursuit of the Peaceable Kingdom. 
 

Congregational Allocation Report 
 During 2012, we received 100% of congrega-
tional allocations. This was the third consecutive 
year in which this occurred. As of October 11, 2013, 
over 97% of allocations have been received. Thank 
you to those congregations who paid their allocation 
earlier in the year, as this helps the cash-flow over 
the course of the entire year. Thanks to all congre-
gations for your ongoing support of the ministries 
of the mission center and our shared mission. For 
the 2014 budget, we have asked 4 congregations 
whose allocations would have gone down for 2014 
from 2013 and who may have additional capacity 
(rental income and/or investment earnings) to keep 
their allocation the same for the coming year. 
Thanks go out to the congregations of Crystal 
Springs, Fairbanks, Portland and Samish for their 
generosity which helped reduce the allocations for 
all other congregations. 
 

Contributions to the Mission Center 
 Your mission center's annual budget depends 
on contributions from members, friend and congre-
gations. As of the end of August this year, the mis-
sion center has received about $14,000 in contribu-
tions from generous members and friends of the 
church. We still need $11,000 to meet our budgeted 

goal of $25,000 before the end of the year. You can 
help us meet that goal by contributing to your mis-
sion center in one or more of at least five different 
ways:  
1. Designate the mission center on the left side of 

your offering envelope or on your check, as part 
of your contributions through your congregation 

2. Set up a Pre-Authorized Transfer (PAT) contri-
bution online and designate the mission center 
on the left side of the form: https://
www.formrouter.net/forms@COFC/
PATauthorizationForm.pdf 

3. Send a check (made out to: Community of 
Christ) directly to the office of the Mission Cen-
ter Financial Officer (2721 NW 117th Cir, Van-
couver WA 98685) 

4. Click the "Give" button near the top of 
the GPNW website: www.cofchrist-
gpnw.org to give via PayPal 

5. Contribute during the worship services at this 
Mission Center Conference 

 Additionally, the mission center budget also 
includes anticipated contributions from congrega-
tions who may have additional capacity that is not 
factored into the allocation formula (rental income 
and/or investment earnings). As of mid-October, 
we have received only the gracious gift from the for-
mer Lacamas Heights congregation in the amount 
of $4,122 toward the annual budgeted amount of 
$5,500. If your congregation has been blessed with 
additional financial capacity, consider sharing that 
in support of the other congregations of the mission 
center through this budgeted income line. When 
your CFO sends the check, have them simply note 
in the memo: Congregational Generosity. Thanks 
so much for your ongoing support of our collective 
mission and ministries. 
 

Real Estate 
 Because the real estate market has been mak-
ing some improvements over the past year, many of 

Tithing is a spiritual practice that demonstrates willingness to regularly offer every dimension of one’s life to God. 
When defined by faith, love, and hopeful planning, including resolving indebtedness, capacity to respond becomes 
much greater than initially assumed. —Words of Counsel given by President Veazey at 2013 World Conference 

https://www.formrouter.net/forms@COFC/PATauthorizationForm.pdf
https://www.formrouter.net/forms@COFC/PATauthorizationForm.pdf
https://www.formrouter.net/forms@COFC/PATauthorizationForm.pdf
http://www.cofchrist-gpnw.org
http://www.cofchrist-gpnw.org


the properties held by the mission center have been 
reevaluated and prepared for sale. Through the eval-
uation process and working with consultants on the 
various properties, several challenges were discov-
ered directly affecting their value. The estimated 
combined value of those properties has had to be 
adjusted downward by $350,000 due to unique cir-
cumstances related to each of the properties— such 
as complications with sewer access, wetlands buff-
ers and other environmental and water issues. Once 
these issues are resolved, it is hoped that the proper-
ties can be marketed and successfully sold at the 
best price possible. 
 

Bold Moves Grants Summary 
 From the beginning of the Bold Moves 
Grant program in 2009 until 9/19/2013, $79,814 has 
been disbursed toward the $98,068 in approved 
grants. These funds, through your generosity, have 
encouraged and supported innovative and compas-
sionate missional ministries from one end of the 
mission center to the other. (See page 62.) 
 

Bend Loan Update 
 As of 8/31/2013, draws on the loan totaled 
$200,291.55. Interest began accruing in March 2011 
and now totals $18,912.57, for a total loan balance of 
$219,204.12. As of 10/31/2013, no further draws will be 
made on the loan and payment of the loan balance is 
due no later than 1/1/2020. 
 

Alaska Travel Fund 
 At the 2011 Mission Center Conference, a 
resolution was approved to help fund ministry to, 
from and with members and friends in Alaska. The 
resolution that created the Alaska Travel Fund di-
rected $65,000 to this purpose, with a review to oc-
cur after three years. As of the end of August this 
year, $26,637.12 has been used since its inception to 
support Alaska ministry, as well as to help Alaskan 
saints participate in Mission Center and World 
Church events and activities. 
 

Affiliate Investment Pool Returns 
 Our Affiliate Investment Pool “A” fund 
earned a positive 10.79% during Calendar Year 2012, 
and, during the first half of this year, there was a 
net gain of 4.12%. 
 

Operating Investment Fund (OIF) 
 The OIF serves the following important pur-
poses for the mission center: earning income for the 
operating fund, funding church expansion and 
plants, covering the cost of maintaining and selling 
mission center properties (and, when required, con-
gregational properties), and funding Operating Re-
serves, Bold Moves and the Alaska Travel Fund. 
The following shows the composition of the Oper-
ating Investment Fund as of 5/31/13. 

Event Assistants 
 I would like to take this moment to thank 
those who help with the many financial transactions 
related to the camps, reunions, retreats and other 
events that occur throughout the mission center. 
Stella Myers, Jannette Harrison, Penny Chapman, 
Kelly Mongrain, Don Brady and Karen Sundstrom 
serve as event assistants to the Mission Center Fi-
nancial Officer, dealing with the registration fees 
and reimbursement requests related to many of our 
numerous events. Thanks so much for all you do! 
 

Oblation Update 
 2012 Oblation contributions from GPNW 
totaled $99,328—including $665 received last year at 
Mission Center Conference. During that same peri-
od, members of the mission center who had a need, 
received a total of $19,498 in Oblation aid. Our col-

Operating Investment $2,670,831 

Operating Reserve 102,065 

Bellevue Property 600,000 

Seaside Property 100,000 

Lincoln City Property 300,000 

TOTAL $3,772,896 

Financial Officer’s Report, pg. 2 
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lective net gift to the rest of the world was $79,830. 
Thanks for the part you played in making the world 
a more hospitable place for others. 
 

Finance Committee 
 The Finance Committee members serve as 
additional advisors to the mission center leadership 
and are particularly effective at providing insight 
into issues that the Mission Center Financial Of-
ficer deals with on a regular basis. They have no ad-
ministrative or legislative authority, but are individ-
uals with substantial skills and knowledge in the 
areas of accounting, real estate, investment, and 
business management. I am very 
grateful for their service to the 
mission center, and we will all 
have an opportunity to express 
our appreciation during this 
Conference. 
 

Camps & Events 
 In 2013, all of our youth 
camps and reunions more than 
broke even for the first time in 
the past decade. A big Thank 
You goes out to our directors 
and business managers for their 
stewardship of the camping pro-
gram. For 2013, the mission cen-
ter (you) budgeted and provided 
$31,000 in support of youth ministries. In addition, 
through your congregations, you supported your 
youth campers by providing another $15,000 toward 
the cost of their camps. Your support of your/our 
youth allows them to invite their friends to most 
events for free and helps make our youth events 
more affordable for all.  
 In addition, there is immeasurable value 
brought to the camping program from the numbers 
of volunteers who generously share their time and 
energy to help the camping program be successful 
and cost-effective. The average camper had to cover 
about 41% of the cost of camp after Early-Birds, 2-
for-1s, camperships and congregational camperships 

are factored in. That means a $299 camp costs a 
camper (or their parents) $123 (on average). We 
have an amazing camping program that is very af-
fordable, thanks to you! The total cost for all 
GPNW camps, reunions, retreats and events during 
2013 was well over $200,000. (See Youth Camping 
Team Report, pages 70-71.)  
 

Registered Youth Workers 
 We care about our children and youth. Be-
cause we care, we continue to be vigilant in our sup-
port of the church’s policies and procedures that 
help protect our children. This past year, 20 individ-

uals have been added as registered 
youth workers, bringing the total 
number for our mission center to 1,122. 
All new registered youth workers are 
being trained prior to their approval, 
and all current registered youth work-
ers are expected to review the current 
guidelines annually via a review ses-
sion provided by your pastor or 
through training sessions provided 
across the mission center by Sean 
Langdon and Christie Ostendorp. 
Our collective efforts in providing 
safe and meaningful ministry within 
our congregations and at our events 
for our children and youth are trans-
formative in their lives. Thanks for 

making a difference in their world. 
 

Thank You 
 To all who seek to align resources with the 
mission of Jesus Christ, you have my gratitude and 
support. May we all continue to work toward dis-
cerning God’s vision for this world that is longing 
for peace and justice—God’s Shalom. 
 
Your Partner in Christ’s Mission, 
 
William E. McFarlin, Bishop 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center  
Financial Officer 

Financial Officer’s Report, pg. 3 
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Statement of Activity  
(Income-Expense Report) 
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(Balance Sheet) 
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GPNW 
Congregation 

2014 
Allocation 

2013 
Allocation 

$ Variance 
with 2013 

% Variance 
with 2013 

Albany  $  2,716   $  2,573   $  143  5.6% 

Auburn  $  7,165   $  7,434   $ (269) -3.6% 

Bend  $  3,584   $  3,258   $  326  10.0% 

Bremerton  $  2,857   $  3,087   $ (230) -7.5% 

Cottage Grove  $  1,818   $  1,653   $  165  10.0% 

Cowlitz Valley  $  3,585   $  3,259   $  326  10.0% 

Crystal Springs  $  6,040   $  6,040   $    -  0.0% 

East Wenatchee  $  1,100   $  1,000   $  100  10.0% 

Ellensburg  $  1,826   $  1,675   $  151  9.0% 

Eugene  $  7,862   $  7,147   $  715  10.0% 

Fairbanks  $  2,374   $  2,374   $    -  0.0% 

Garden Grove  $  4,261   $  4,231   $   30  0.7% 

Highland Park  $  2,529   $  2,740   $ (211) -7.7% 

Klamath Falls  $   901   $  1,001   $ (100) -10.0% 

Mat-Su Valley  $  1,132   $  1,258   $ (126) -10.0% 

Myrtle Point  $  1,549   $  1,408   $  141  10.0% 

Neilton  $   707   $   643   $   64  10.0% 

Olympia  $  1,685   $  1,532   $  153  10.0% 

Portland  $  6,918   $  6,918   $    -  0.0% 

Puyallup  $  5,245   $  4,826   $  419  8.7% 

Rainier Valley  $  2,768   $  2,516   $  252  10.0% 

Redmond  $  4,277   $  3,888   $  389  10.0% 

Renton  $  7,257   $  6,803   $  454  6.7% 

Rogue Valley  $  4,532   $  5,035   $ (503) -10.0% 

Roseburg  $  1,171   $  1,065   $  106  10.0% 

Salem  $  5,594   $  6,216   $ (622) -10.0% 

Samish  $  5,031   $  5,031   $    -  0.0% 

Selah  $  1,218   $  1,213   $    5  0.4% 

Southridge  $  8,484   $  7,713   $  771  10.0% 

Tuality CC  $  5,787   $  6,430   $ (643) -10.0% 

University Place  $  5,338   $  5,145   $  193  3.8% 

Woodburn  $  3,325   $  3,207   $  118  3.7% 

Woodland Park  $  4,717   $  4,288   $  429  10.0% 

Yakima  $  1,967   $  2,001   $  (34) -1.7% 

TOTAL  $127,320   $124,608   $2,712  2.2% 



Proposed 2014 Congregational Allocations 
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T 
he allocation computation uses two primary 
factors:  
 Total Congregational Ministries contri-

butions (purpose code 100)  
 Total number of Contributor Units for congre-

gational contributions. A single person or a mar-
ried couple counts as 1 unit.  

 
 Congregations that receive the most contribu-

tions and have the most contributors will have 
the highest allocation.  

 The allocation formula is 
designed to help deter-
mine a congregation’s 
ability to pay and is a 
reflection of their collective generosity.  

 There is no perfect formula; however, we contin-
ue to strive for an equitable approach.  

 
The criteria and rationale for the formula include:  
 The data used to compute the allocations is from 

the church’s computerized database, Shelby.  
 The allocations are based only on the immediate 

past year’s contributions—because it is a more 
current reflection of the congregation’s contribu‐
tor composition.  

 It does not drag multiple years of historical data 
forward—because previous formulae included 

“stale” data and did not reduce fluctuations in 
allocations between years as much as hoped.  

 Half of the allocation is based only on Congrega-
tional Ministries (purpose code 100) contribu-
tions, not other local or Mission Center or 
World Church contributions—because congrega-
tional contributions more accurately reflect the 
giving strength locally.  

 The other half of the allocation is based on the 
number of congregational contributors who con-

tribute more than $100 dur-
ing the year.  
 For congregations with a 
Houses of Worship Revolv-
ing Fund loan (HWRF), the 

loan payments for the year are subtracted from 
the contributions to Congregational Ministries 
used to compute the first half of the allocation— 
this supports congregations that are attempting 
to retire congregational debt.  

 A “ceiling” and “floor” of 10% (more or less than 
the previous year’s allocation) is included in the 
process—because this is a way to directly limit 
fluctuations year to year and makes budgeting 
for congregations more predictable.  

 
Questions? Contact MCFO Bill McFarlin, (360) 574-
2758 or wmcfarlin@cofchrist-gpnw.org. 

Total proposed allocations for 2014:  ............ $127,320  
Total 2012 contributions to  
Congregational Ministries: ......................... $592,235  
Total number of 2012 local contributors: .............. 503  

Hypothetical Example Using Congregation X: 
 
To keep it simple, let’s say total annual GPNW congregational allocations are $100,000, total GPNW member con‐
tributions were $1,000,000, and total number of GPNW contributors were 1,000.  
 The first half of the total GPNW combined congregational allocation is based on Congregational Ministries 

contributions (Purpose code 100) during 2012 (most recent completed year) —$50,000 (1/2 of $100,000).  
 Congregation X had annual local contributions of $80,000, which is 8% of the total GPNW member contribu-

tions ($80,000/$1,000,000).  
 Congregation X’s part of this half of the allocation would be 8% of $50,000, or $4,000.  
 The second half of the total allocation ($50,000 (1/2 of $100,000) is based on the number of congregational con-

tributors to Congregational Ministries during 2012.  
 Congregation X had 24 contributors, which is 2.4% of the total GPNW contributors (24/1,000).  
 Their part of this half of the allocation would be 2.4% of $50,000, or $1,200.  
 Congregation X’s total allocation for 2014 would then be $4,000 + $1,200, or $5,200.  
 
Final Considerations:  
1. If Congregation X’s computed allocation for 2014 is more than 10% higher than their 2013 allocation, their 2014 

allocation will be limited to a 10% increase. If Congregation X’s computed allocation for 2014 drops by more 
than 10% compared with their 2013 allocation, their 2014 allocation will be limited to a 10% decrease.  

2. If Congregation X made $2,000 in Houses of Worship Revolving Loan Fund loan repayments during 2012, their 
contributions would be adjusted for the allocation formula to $78,000 from the original $80,000.  

mailto:wmcfarlin@cofchrist-gpnw.or
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We Are People of God’s Peace 

Words: Menno Simons, Music: Johann Horn 
© 1990 Mennonite World Conference 



Conference Lunch Information 
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T 
he majority of restaurants are in the ar-
ea of Mall 205, or on the way there or 
back to the church. 

 
 Mexican – Acapulco, Baja Fresh 
 Fast Food – McDonald’s, Burger King, Ar‐

by’s, Jack-in-the-Box, Taco Bell 
 Italian and Pizza – Olive Garden, Old Chica-

go, Flying Pie Pizzeria, Wall Street Pizza, 
Stark Street Pizza Co. 

 Family Restaurants – Red Robin, Elmer’s, 
Village Inn, Denny’s, McMenamin’s 

 Asian – Panda Express, Kaiten Umenoki Su-
shi, Bon Teriyaki 

 Steak and Chicken – Saylor’s Old Country 
Kitchen 

 Buffet – Hometown Buffet 
 Fish – Newport Seafood Grill 
 Coffee – Coffee’s On, Starbucks, Bi-Partisan 

Café 
 
Directions 
 From the church, go west on Couch Street 
 Turn left (south) on 47th Street. 
 Turn left at Burnside (1st light). 

 After 67th Street, veer right at the light; you 
will be on Gilham Street, which turns into 
Thorburn Street, which eventually turns into 
S.E. Washington. 

 Stay on Washington – becomes a one-way 
street. 

 Most of the restaurants are after you cross 
Hwy. 205. 

 
To return to the church, take SE Stark Street, 
which hooks up to Burnside; turn left. Watch 
the lanes, as some run out. 
 
There are also many services in this area if you 
need them, such as Office Max, Target, Home 
Depot and Mall 205. If you need a drug store or 
grocery store, here are the closest ones: 
 
 Walgreen’s – Burnside and 82nd Street (east 

of church) 
 Fred Meyer – Glisan and 66th Street (Glisan 

is 4-5 blocks north of the church, then go 
east) 

 QFC Grocery – Burnside and 55th St. (about 8 
blocks) 



Meditative Scriptures:  
After he washed the disciples’ feet, he put on his robes, and returned to his place at the table. He 
said to them, “Do you know what I’ve done for you?”  —John 13: 12  
 
But they urged him saying, “Stay with us. It’s nearly evening, and the day is almost over.” So he 
went in to stay with them. After he took his seat at the table with them, he took the bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them. Their eyes were opened and they recognized him.” —John 24: 29-
31a 
  

*Opening Praise Hymns: .......................................................................................................... Congregation 
 As We Gather—sing twice (now CCS 73) ................................................................................... Page 36 
 It’s Me, It’s Me, O Lord (now CCS 208) ..................................................................................... Page 37 
 

Welcome and Call to Order ........................................................................................................ Kathy Sharp 
Announcements ............................................................................................................................ Shari Amos 
*Hymn, Summoned by the God Who Made Us (CCS 330) ..................................................................... Page 38 
*Invocation .................................................................................................................................... Jarom Mills 
*Response 
 

Approval of Minutes: 
November 3, 2012 (Annual Mission Center Conference) ................................................ Pages 39-42 
July 12, 2013 (Special MC Conference, Samish Island Campground—Priesthood Call) ...... Page 43 
July 14, 2013 (Special MC Conference, Eugene Congregation—Priesthood Call) ................ Page 44 

 

Reports 
Mission Center President’s Annual Report ..................................................... Kathy Sharp, Pages 45-49 
Bend Congregation Update ............................................................................................. Shawn Sahlberg 
For more information on Mission Center Reports, see the following written reports: 
 Alaska Task Force ..................................................................................................................... Page 61 

Bend Congregation Report ...................................................................................................... Page 62 
Bold Moves Report ................................................................................................................... Page 62 
Campground Association & Reunion Reports: Lewis River, Remote, Samish .............. Pages 63-65 
Orphans Africa Report ............................................................................................................ Page 66 
Spectacular Report ................................................................................................................... Page 67 
Young Adults Report .......................................................................................................... Page 68-69 
Youth Camping Team Report ............................................................................................. Page 70-71 
Youth Caravan Report ............................................................................................................. Page 67 

Acceptance of Financial Report ........................................................................................... Bill McFarlin 
Staff and Volunteer Transitions ........................................................................................... Kathy Sharp 

 Mike Bessoneette, Mission Center Mission Coordinator 
 Bob Dobkins, Self-sustaining Congregational Support Minister 
 Betty and Ken Fernandes, Northwest Singles Leadership 
 Glen Fishel, Samish Campground Board President 
 Craig Perryman, Bend Congregational Support Minister 

New Ministry, Staff & Volunteers: 
 David Graybill, Self-sustaining Congregational Support Minister 

 Sean Langdon, Additional Congregational Support Ministry 

 John Smallwood, Self-sustaining Congregational Support Minister 

 Susan & Tom Webber, Northwest Singles Leadership 

 

Business Meeting 
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*Hymn, Beloved Community of God (now CCS 588)............................................................................. Page 50 
 
New Business 
Sustaining of Mission Center Officers  ...................................................................... Apostle Ron Harmon 
 Letters of Appointment by World Church Officers ......................................................... Pages 51-52 
Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder ..................................................................................... Kathy Sharp 
Sustaining of Mission Center Council ...................................................................................... Kathy Sharp 

The Council serves as an advisory body to the Mission Center President, Financial Officer 
and Mission Coordinator on matters affecting the core functions of the Mission Center. 
The following names are submitted for consideration and approval for 2014: 
 Stan Corrington, Evangelist, Washington 
 Roschell Farnsworth, Teacher, Oregon  
 Jim Lloyd, High Priest, Oregon 
 Nancy McManus, Priest, Alaska 
 Jarom Mills, Teacher, Oregon 
 Todd Sargeant, Elder, Washington 
 Brenda Sargent, High Priest, Washington 

Recognition of Mission Center Finance Committee ............................................................... Bill McFarlin  
The Finance Committee is an advisory group for Mission Center leadership regarding financial 
issues. The following will continue to serve in 2014: 
 Doug Brown, Elder, Oregon 
 Stan Corrington, Evangelist, Washington  
 Cheryl Davis, Elder, Alaska 
 Lowell Davis, Bishop, Washington 
 Dan Jackson, Elder, Washington 
 John Stephens, Bishop, Oregon 
 Debbie Sullivan, Member, Oregon 

Sustaining of Youth Camping Team ......................................................................................... Kathy Sharp 
The Youth Camping Team promotes Christian communities in our children and youth camps and 
retreats at three campgrounds, Caravan and SPEC Northwest delegation. It provides training, re-
sources, recruitment of directors and assistance with recruitment of camp staff, leadership in devel-
opment of discipleship programs, and it sets policies to enable a healthy and safe camping environ-
ment. The following names are submitted for consideration and approval for 2014: 

Thanks to Bob Dobkins, who represented Remote in 2013, and Roberta LaHue Brown, who represented Lewis 
River in 2013. 

 
Community of Christ Sings! Our Witness from Peace Colloquy: Peace, Justice, Song ..... Mary Richardson 
*Hymn, A Diligent and Grateful Heart (now CCS 539) ......................................................................... Page 53 
Consideration of 2013 Budget ....................................................................................... Bill McFarlin, Page 22 
Motion to Recess and Reconvene in 20 minutes 
*Hymn, All Are Welcome (CCS 276) ............................................................................................. Pages 54-55 
Break 

Director of Youth Camping: Sean Langdon 
Lewis River  Remote Samish 

Brenda Sargent (NEW) Jody Barnhart Laura Fish 
Mary Schlenker Eleanor Bessonette Rick Naten 

Dianne Webberley Diane Cardwell Dorothy Wilgus 
British Columbia: Chris Phelps 
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Meeting Called Back to Order .................................................................................................... Kathy Sharp 
*Hymn, I Have Called You by Your Name (now CCS 636) .................................................................. Page 56 
Presentation of Priesthood Calls .................................................... Kathy Sharp and Apostle Ron Harmon 
Scripture:  

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here 
am I; send me!’ —Isaiah 6:8 
 

Call to the Office of Priest, Cecil McGuire (Mossyrock Expansion Group) 
Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, Mossyrock Expansion Group Leader Barbara Crask, with support from 
Congregational Support Ministers Kim and Rick Naten and Mission Center President Kathy Sharp, has received a 
call to priest for Cecil McGuire. This call is presented to you for your approval. 
 
Scripture Reading .................................................................................................................. John Smallwood 

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 
the lake, for they were fishermen. —Mark 1:16  

Ministry of Music, The Summons (CCS 586), verse 1 
Motion to Sustain Priesthood Call and Testimony by Group Leader  ................................. Barbara Crask 
Testimony by Candidate Cecil McGuire ......................................................... Written Testimony, Page 57 
Affirming Testimonies from the Conference 
Sustaining by Conference 
Prayer of Support for Cecil McGuire ................................................................................. Nancy McManus 
 
Calls to the Office of Evangelist 
Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved calls to Evangelist for Laurie Sharpe, 
Diane Cardwell and Eleanor Bessonette. Delegates are invited to share their own affirmations of these calls.  
 
Motion to Sustain Priesthood Calls 
 
Laurie Sharpe (Garden Grove Congregation) 
Scripture Reading .................................................................................................................. John Smallwood 

 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” —Mark 1:17 
Ministry of Music, The Summons (CCS 586), verse 2 
Testimony by Calling Officer  .................................................................................... Apostle Ron Harmon 
Statement by Candidate Laurie Sharpe ............................................................ Written Testimony, Page 57 
Affirming Testimonies from the Conference .......................................................................... Congregation 
 
Diane Cardwell (Redmond Congregation) 
Scripture Reading .................................................................................................................. John Smallwood 

At once they left their nets and followed him. —Mark 1:18 
Ministry of Music, The Summons (CCS 586), verse 3 
Testimony by Calling Officer  .................................................................................... Apostle Ron Harmon 
Statement by Candidate Diane Cardwell ........................................................ Written Testimony, Page 58 
Affirming Testimonies from the Conference .......................................................................... Congregation 
 
Eleanor Bessonette (Redmond Congregation) 
Scripture Reading .................................................................................................................. John Smallwood 

When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, pre-
paring their nets. —Mark 1:19 

Ministry of Music, The Summons (CCS 586), verse 4 
Testimony by Calling Officer  .................................................................................... Apostle Ron Harmon 

Business Meeting, pg. 3 
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Statement by Candidate Eleanor Bessonette .................................................. Written Testimony, Page 58 
Affirming Testimonies from the Conference .......................................................................... Congregation 
Vote to Sustain Priesthood Calls 
Scripture Reading .................................................................................................................. John Smallwood 

Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 
followed him. —Mark 1:20 
 

Hymn, The Summons (CCS 586), verse 5 ...................................................................... Congregation, Page 59 
Prayer of Support for all Evangelists ...................................................... Presiding Evangelist David Brock 
 
*Hymn, Peace, Salaam, Shalom (CCS 310) .................................................................. Congregation, Page 60 
 
*Benediction on Business Session .......................................................................................... Todd Sargeant 
*Response 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
*Congregation stands if possible 
 
Facilitating .............................................................................................................................................. Mission Center Officers 
Lead Musician ................................................................................................................................................. Mary Richardson 
 
 

Don’t forget! 
 Now—If you aren’t returning for Sunday services, please be sure to fill out and leave your Confer-

ence Evaluation in the box at the Registration table.  
 Now—All Singles are invited to join Denise Boyles and Tom & Susan Webber at the Village Inn 

Restaurant (1621 NE 10th Avenue, Portland) for fellowship. 
 5:30 pm—If you signed up to participate in Guess Who’s Coming for Dinner?, be sure you have received 

your location information, and meet at your assigned location following adjournment at 5:30 pm. 
(See page 58.) 

 6-10 pm—Sr. High Youth and Young Adults are invited to the home of Erik and Carla Nilsen (2111 
SW Arnold St., Portland OR) for dinner, fun and games. (See page 59.) 

 2 am Sunday—Daylight Savings Time ends. Set your clocks BACK an hour before going to bed! 
 7:30-9:15 am Sunday—Pastors’ Breakfast, The Grotto (8840 NE Skidmore Street, Portland OR 97220): 

For Everyone Born… Creators of Justice and Joy 
 10-10:45 am Sunday—Ordination Service for Laurie Sharpe: For Everyone Born… To Witness and Wor-

ship 
 11 am Sunday— Communion Service: For Everyone Born… A New Way to Live. Apostle Ron Harmon 

speaking. 
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Words and Music: Tommy Coomes and Mike Fay 
© 1981 Universal Music-Brentwood Benson Publ./CCCM Music/Commiestunes (admin. The Copyright Company) 

CCLI #121579 
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For Everyone Born 

Words and Music: Negro spiritual, arr. William Farley Smith 
Music arr.: © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company) 

OneLicense #A-718381 (GPNW-MC) 



Summoned by the God Who Made Us  
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Words: Delores Dufner, Music: John Wyeth 
Words © 199e Delores Dufner (published by OCP) 

OneLicense #A-718381 (GPNW-MC) 
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Minutes from 2012 Conference 

Minutes 
Annual Conference—November 3, 2012 

Business Session 
Portland Congregation 

CALL TO ORDER 

G reater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center 
President Kathy Sharp welcomed delegates and par-
ticipants, and acknowledged and introduced the 

technical staff, Conference staff, musicians, and guest 
ministry, Assistant to the Apostle David Nii. The Busi-
ness Session was officially called to order at 1:35 pm. Fol-
lowing Conference announcements by Shari Amos, An-
drew Nilsen offered the invocation. 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Annual Conference—November 5, 2011 
Business Session 
Portland Congregation 
 Minutes of the annual 
GPNW Mission Center Confer-
ence Business Meeting held on 
November 5, 2011, were provided 
in Conference materials. It was 
moved by Bob Dobkins (Eugene) 
and seconded that the minutes be 
approved as posted. By show of 
hands, the motion carried unani-
mously. 
  
Special Conference—June 14, 2012 
Sustaining of Priesthood Call 
Samish Island Campground, Bow, WA 
 Minutes of the GPNW Mission Center Special 
Conference on June 14, 2012, were provided in Conference 
materials. It was moved by Tom Webber (Puyallup) and 
seconded that the minutes be approved as posted. By 
show of hands, the motion carried. 
  
Special Conference—June 24, 2012 
Sustaining of Priesthood Calls 
Lewis River Campground, Yacolt, WA 
 Minutes of the GPNW Mission Center Special 
Conference on June 24, 2012, were provided in Confer-
ence materials. It was moved by Bob Dobkins (Eugene) 
and seconded that the minutes be approved as posted. By 
show of hands, the motion carried. 
 
Special Conference—July 10, 2012 
Sustaining of Priesthood Call 

Samish Island Campground, Bow, WA 
 Minutes of the GPNW Mission Center Special 
Conference on July 10, 2012, were provided in Conference 
materials. It was moved by Deloris Campbell (rep. Crys-
tal Springs) and seconded that the minutes be approved 
as posted. By show of hands, the motion carried. 
 
REPORTS 
Mission Center President’s Annual Report 
 Kathy Sharp presented the President’s Annual 
Report as printed in the Conference bulletin. The report 
emphasized our journey together as a Mission Center 
and as a larger body in Community of Christ, as well as 

the five Mission Initiatives. The 
report was accepted without ob-
jection as submitted and printed. 
The Chair also ruled that each of 
the following reports be received 
and accepted by the body with 
no objection: 
  
Other Reports Presented and 
Accepted 
 Bend Congregation Report, 
Shawn Sahlberg 
 Bold Moves Report, Steve 
Pomeroy 

 Campground Association and Reunion Reports: Lew-
is River, Remote, Samish 

 Orphans Africa Report, Michele Torrey 
 Outreach International Report, Jennifer Redfern and 

Eleanor Bessonette, Advisors 
 Share and Care House Final Report, Coralie Rose, 

Administrative Assistant 
 Spectacular Report, Jake Harrison 
 Young Adults Reports, Sean Langdon 
 Youth Camping Team Report, Christie Ostendorp 

and Sean Langdon 
 Youth Caravan Report, Jody Barnhart 
 Use of Music & Video Licenses in Congregations, 

Mary Richardson 
  
Mission Center Financial Officer’s Report 
 Bill McFarlin presented the MCFO Annual Re-
port, as printed in the Conference bulletin and reviewed 
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during the Delegate Orientation and Discussion. It was 
accepted without objection as submitted and printed.  
  
Staff and Volunteer Transitions 
 Kathy Sharp expressed appreciation for the depth 
of skill represented in the Mission Center staff and those 
that serve on various committees or in other Mission 
Center roles.  
 Kathy recognized those individuals moving into 
new areas of responsibility, as well as those who are step-
ping down after many years of service: 
 Lyle Anderson II and Stacie Simmons Bates, new 

Visiting Ministry Coordinators  
 Sean Langdon stepping into the Director of Youth 

Camping position as Christie Ostendorp transitions 
into new areas of ministry with Youth and Chil-
dren’s Discipleship Ministries and Alaska ministry 
support;  

 Steven Sauve, interim Congre-
gational Support Minister (self-
sustaining) (East Wenatchee); 

 John VanDerWalker (former 
Inland West Mission Center 
President) transitioning into 
the Western USA Field as Mis-
sion, Assessment and Research 
Support Specialist, assisting 
with Alaska ministry; 

 Recognition of the following 
individuals as they stepped 
down from their previous re-
sponsibilities: Stan Corrington 
and John Berger, Visiting Min-
istry Coordinators; Jammie 
Apodaca, self-sustaining Con-
gregational Support Minister 
(Ellensburg); Eleanor Besson-
ette, Jake Harrison and Jannette Harrison, Spectacu-
lar leadership; Carla Nilsen, Mission Center Coun-
cil; and Tore Nilsen, self-sustaining Congregational 
Support Minister (Renton).  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Sustaining of Mission Center Officers 
 David Nii assumed the chair. He brought greet-
ings from the First Presidency and the Council of 
Twelve, and added his personal appreciation for the past 
work of the Mission Center officers and for the quality 
of all GPNW staff. 

 Mission Center President 
 David read the First Presidency’s letter recom‐
mending that the Conference sustain the appointment of 
Kathryn Sharp as President of the GPNW Mission Cen-
ter. 
 It was moved by Lynn Roberts (Auburn) and 
seconded that the Conference sustain the appointment of 
Kathryn Sharp as President of the Greater Pacific North-
west (USA) Mission Center. By show of hands, the mo-
tion carried unanimously. 
  
Mission Center Financial Officer 
 David then read the letter from the First Presi-
dency after consultation with the Presiding Bishopric, 
recommending that the Conference support the appoint-
ment of William McFarlin as Financial Officer of the 
GPNW Mission Center. 
 It was moved by Deloris Campbell (rep. Crystal 

Springs) and seconded that the Conference 
sustained the appointment of William 
McFarlin as the Financial Officer of the 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission 
Center. By show of hands, the motion car-
ried unanimously. 
  
Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder 
 Kathy Sharp resumed the chair. It 
was moved by Richard Sowers (University 
Place) and seconded that Kim Naten be sus-
tained as the Mission Center Recorder. By 
show of hands the motion carried. 
  
Sustaining of Mission Center Council 
 It was moved by Patti Bowman 
(rep. Albany) and seconded that the Mission 
Center Council, as listed in the Conference 
bulletin, be sustained as the 2013 Greater Pa-
cific Northwest (USA) Mission Center 

Council. They are Stan Corrington, Evangelist (WA); 
Roschell Farnsworth, Teacher (OR); Jim Lloyd, High 
Priest (OR); Todd Sargeant, Priest (WA); Nancy 
McManus, Priest (AK), Jarom Mills, Teacher (OR) and 
Brenda Sargent, Elder (WA). By a show of hands, the 
motion carried. 
 
Recognition of Finance Committee 
 Bill McFarlin recognized and thanked those who 
served on the Mission Center Finance Committee during 
2012, and submitted the following names for 2013: Lowell 

Minutes from 2012 Conference, pg. 2 
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Davis, Bishop (WA); Stan Corrington, Evangelist 
(WA); Dan Jackson, Elder (WA); John Stephens, Bish-
op (OR); Cheryl Davis, Elder (AK); Debbie Sullivan, 
Member (OR), and Doug Brown, Elder (OR). George 
Hansen (WA) was thanked for his past service to the 
Finance Committee. 
  
Sustaining of Youth Camping Team 
 Kathy Sharp read the names of the proposed 2013 
Youth Camping Team members: Sean Langdon, Direc-
tor; Mary Schlenker, Dianne Webberley (new), and 
Roberta Lahue Brown (new) representing Lewis River; 
Eleanor Bessonette (new) and Bob Dobkins (new) repre-
senting Remote (with an additional team member to be 
named later); and Laura Fish, Dorothy Wilgus (new) 
and Rick Naten (new) representing Samish Island. Da-
vid Robino and Katie O’Keefe Knobel (representing Re-
mote), Christie Ostendorp and Vanessa Grace 
(representing Lewis River) and Christine Campbell 
(representing Samish) were thanked for their past ser-
vice on the Team. Jennifer Redfern (Puyallup) moved 
and it was seconded that the Youth Camping Team be 
sustained. By show of hands, the motion carried. 
  
Consideration of 2013 Budget 
 The written budget materials in the Conference 
bulletin were reviewed during the Orientation and Dis-
cussion session previ-
ously. Stan Corrington 
(University Place) 
spoke in support of the 
budget, and moved that 
the Greater Pacific 
Northwest (USA) Mis-
sion Center  2013 Budg-
et be adopted as pre-
sented in Conference 
materials. The motion 
was seconded. A vote 
was taken and the mo-
tion was unanimously 
approved.  
  
Consideration of Proposed Resolution regarding Supple-
mental Loan Terms to Bend Congregation 
 Kathy Sharp read aloud the Proposed Resolution 
related to Supplemental Loan Terms for Bend Congrega-
tion and opened the floor for discussion. The Resolution 
would authorize a supplemental loan from the Mission 

Center to Bend Congregation, extending the funding of 
the Bend Congregational Support Minister position 
through the end of 2013, not to exceed $45,000, at an an-
nual interest rate of 6%, and would require the repay-
ment of said loan and this supplemental loan no later 
than January 2, 2020, including accrued interest. 
 Shawn Sahlberg, Pastor of Bend Congregation, 
moved that the Conference support this Resolution, and 
the motion was seconded. A period of discussion fol-
lowed. The vote was called, and the motion carried. 
 
BREAK 
 A motion was made to take a 20-minute recess 
and reconvene. Motion seconded and unanimously 
passed. 
 Kathy Sharp called the meeting back to order 
following a 20-minute break. 
 
PRESENTATION OF WORLD CONFERENCE RES-
OLUTIONS 
 David Nii reviewed the criteria established by 
World Church and the First Presidency regarding the 
submittal and approval process for resolutions to be con-
sidered at World Conference in April 2013. These criteria 
include: 
 Must be relevant to world issues; 

 Must address significant issues 
that concern the entire church; 
 Must propose a clearly defined 
action; 
 Must directly address concerns 
raised by the resolution itself. 
 Resolutions may be submit-
ted through Quorums, World Con-
ference, as well as through Mission 
Centers after being approved by the 
local Conference body.  
 Two World Conference Res-
olutions were submitted for approval 
by the GPNW Mission Center Con-
ference: 

 
World Hunger Charity and Justice Ministries  
 Resolution authored and submitted by Lyle An-
derson II. Kathy Sharp read the Resolution, and Lyle 
Anderson II (Tuality) moved that the Resolution be ap-
proved by the Conference. The motion was seconded, 
and a period of discussion followed.  
 During this period of discussion, Marsha 
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ShortWebb (Tuality) moved to amend wording very 
slightly in the first “Resolved” paragraph, and this mo‐
tion was seconded. Ranelle Morris (Myrtle Point) called 
the question, and all were in favor of voting on the 
amended language and the Resolution. A vote was taken 
on the Amendment to the Resolution, and it carried. A 
vote was then taken on the Resolution, as amended. The 
amended Resolution failed to pass by a majority of the 
body. 
 
Continuation of Local 
Congregational Ministries  
 Resolution au-
thored and submitted by 
David Goehner (Yakima). 
Kathy Sharp read the Reso-
lution to the body, then 
explained to the Confer-
ence that World Church 
has reviewed this Resolu-
tion and determined that it 
is out of order because it 
deals with disposition of 
assets, which falls within 
the responsibilities and 
authority of the Presiding Bishopric under World 
Church Bylaws and cannot be altered by World Confer-
ence Resolution.  
 
ELECTION OF WORLD AND USA NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE DELEGATES 
 David Nii read the World 
Church Delegate Expectations for 
World Conference and for USA Na-
tional Conference. Clarification was 
also given regarding the appointment 
of alternates. Kathy Sharp opened 
the floor for nominations for Dele-
gates to USA National Conference 
in addition to those already placed on 
the ballot. A number of names were 
added to the ballot. Nominations 
were then closed, and voting took 
place. Ballots were collected by ush-
ers and placed in safekeeping until 
they could be counted.  
 Kathy Sharp then opened the 
floor for nominations for World 
Conference in addition to those al-

ready on the ballot. Again, a number of names were add-
ed to the ballot, nominations were then closed and vot-
ing took place. Again, ballots were collected by ushers 
and placed into safekeeping until tallying could take 
place. Kathy announced that the results of the voting 
would be available on the Mission Center website the 
following week. 
 
PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD CALL 
Call to the Office of Seventy, Craig Perryman (Bend) 

 On behalf of Presi-
dent of Seventy Robin 
Linkhart and the Apostolic 
Team, David Nii presented 
the call to the Office of Sev-
enty for Craig Perryman 
(Bend), and shared Robin’s 
testimony of this call. 
Craig’s written testimony 
was provided in Conference 
materials, and he made a 
brief statement affirming 
that testimony. Cindy 
Weaver (Tuality) moved 
that this call be sustained, 

and it was seconded. Affirmations of this call were given 
by many members of the body. The body voted unani-
mously to sustain and approve this priesthood call.  
  Seventy John Smallwood offered a prayer of 
support for the candidate, followed by a hymn and a 

prayer of benediction on the business 
session by High Priest Brenda Sar-
gent. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further busi-
ness, Kathy Sharp adjourned the 
meeting at 5:35 p.m. until the 2013 
Annual Conference or at the call of 
the Mission Center Presidency. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Kimberley A. Naten 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) 
Mission Center  
Recorder 
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A 
 Special Mission Center Conference was 
convened at 7:50 pm on July 12, 2013, to 
approve the priesthood call of Stacie 

Simmons Bates (Bremerton) to the office of High 
Priest.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 Mission Center President Kathy Sharp 
opened the Conference with a welcome, call to 
order and an appreciation to the Samish Family 
Reunion for hosting the Conference and ordination 
service. She stated there was only one piece of 
business to address, which would be the 
aforementioned priesthood call. Without objection, 
the reading of previous minutes was suspended. 
 
PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD CALL 
 The invocation, given by Bev Corrington, 
was followed by scripture readings from Elizabeth 
Else, a responsive reading, the Prayer for Peace, 
and Disciple’s Generous Response. At that time, 
Kathy asked for a motion to accept the priesthood 
call of Stacie Simmons Bates to the office of High 
Priest.  Deloris Campbell so moved, and it was 
seconded by Lynn Roberts. Assistant to the Apostle 
David Nii, on behalf of Apostle Ron Harmon, 
presented the call and shared a written affirmation 
of the call on behalf of the Apostle.   
 
STATEMENT BY CANDIDATE 
 Stacie then shared her testimony of her call.  
 
AFFIRMING TESTIMONIES 
 Affirming testimonies and statements were 
made by Steve Smith (Woodland Park), Connie 
Guay (Rainier Valley), Stan Corrington 
(University Place) and Christian Skoorsmith 
(Woodland Park). 
 
SUSTAINING BY CONFERENCE 
 A sustaining vote for the call was asked for 
and given. The call was approved unanimously.  
Non-voting attendees were also invited to stand in 
show of support for Stacie’s call. David Nii then 

gave the charge to the candidate and the 
congregation.   
 Stacie was then ordained by High Priests 
Kathy Sharp and David Nii to the office of High 
Priest.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 Following Stacie’s ordination to the office 
of Evangelist, Kathy Sharp adjourned the Special 
Conference at approximately 8:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kimberley A. Naten 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center 
Recorder 
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A 
 Special Conference of the Greater Pacific 
Northwest Mission Center was convened on 
July 14, 2013, for the purpose of approving the 

call of Ron Benedict (Eugene) to the office of 
Evangelist.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 Mission Center Mission Coordinator Mike 
Bessonette called the meeting to order on behalf of 
Mission Center President Kathy Sharp. A motion 
to suspend the Reading of the Minutes was made by 
Bill Streeter, seconded by Pat Bonney, and passed 
unanimously.   
 
PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD CALL 
 Following the opening hymn, invocation by 
Darby Sinclair, and scripture readings by Sheyne 
Benedict, the call to the office of Evangelist for Ron 
Benedict was presented by Mike Bessonette on 
behalf of Apostle Ron Harmon. He requested a 
motion of support for the call, which was made by 
Betty Steinberg and seconded. Mike then shared his 
affirmation of this call, along with a written 
statement of affirmation by the Apostle.  
 
STATEMENT BY CANDIDATE 
 Ron Benedict then shared his testimony of 
his call.  
 
AFFIRMING TESTIMONIES 
 Affirming testimonies and statements were 
made by John Bonney, Brian Entwistle, Sandi 
Schubert, Rena Whittington, Jim Young, Mickey 
Housley, Roy Freeman, Sean Langdon and Marne 
Benedict. 
 
SUSTAINING BY CONFERENCE 
 A sustaining vote for the call was asked for 
and given. The call was approved unanimously. An 
opportunity was also provided for non-voting 
attendees to show their support for Ron.  
 Ron was ordained to Evangelist by Presiding 
Evangelist David Brock and Evangelist John 
Bonney.    
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 Mike Bessonette adjourned the Special 
Mission Center Conference following the vote and 
show of support. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Peggy Grohs 
Eugene Congregational Recorder, on behalf of 
Kimberley A. Naten 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center 
Recorder 
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F 
or two years, Community of Christ members 
in the Greater Pacific Northwest Mission 
Center have sung this new hymn of justice, 

joy, hope and vision as if it were a generations-old 
anthem. It taps our deep longings to have a world 
and a church of equality, security and respect for all. 
It pulls us forward with anticipation for God’s 
dream of a Beloved Community, and being a part-
ner with God to help bring it about.  
 More than ever, our membership has been 
boldly engaged in bringing about this dream. Dream
-building is an unending struggle between hope and 
despair; energy and fatigue; progress and setbacks. 
Since we met last Conference, our year together as 
“creators of justice and joy” has been a series of dra‐
mas—filled with joy, pain, and uncertainty—yet 
blessed profoundly, in unexpected ways, by the Ho-
ly Spirit.  
 

For Everyone Born, A Place at the  
Table: Pursue Peace and Justice  
 Spiritual Formation Specialist Bruce Crock-
ett and Peace and Justice Specialist Brad Martell 
offered guest ministry at a Melchisedec and Com-
panions Retreat, “Called into God’s Presence, Sent 
Forth to Make a Difference” in mid-November, 
hosted by Tuality Congregation. Organized by the 
High Priests and Seventy Leadership Team, the re-
treat helped participants explore the essential link-
age of connecting to God while creating peace and 
justice in our world.  
 Woodland Park Congregation hosted an in-
clusive, non-traditional program on Christmas Eve 
commemorating the 1914 Christmas Truce. An ecu-
menical and interfaith occasion co-sponsored by the 
Church Council of Greater Seattle, the service 
brought together more than 200 individuals (mostly 
non-members) of various religions (and those of no 
religion) to hear the story of the spontaneous cease-
fire that took place on the western front of World 
War I. The event rocked and packed the house with 
drama, song, prayer and goodwill.  
 Peace and justice issues of a worldwide 
church dominated much of our discernment process, 
as we prepared to make faithful decisions at the 
April 2013 World Conference and first-ever USA 

National Conference. Day-long delegate orienta-
tions were held in Alaska, Auburn, Central Wash-
ington, Eugene and Tuality, to serve the 84 GPNW 
delegates to World Conference and 71 GPNW dele-
gates and eight alternates to the USA National 
Conference. All delegates were trained in common 
consent decision-making, which will be introduced 
around the church as a more effective, inclusive and 
unity-preserving method of listening to each other 
and making group decisions. While many of our 
members and congregations rejoice at the recom-
mendations delegates supported, some members and 
several congregations are surprised by and strug-
gling with them. Honoring Faithful Disagreement 
and making use of organized Compassionate Minis-
tries Teams to help individuals, families, small 
groups and congregations is a way for our members 
to remain unified, even when we disagree on im-
portant matters. 
 Puget Sound area mission center leaders wit-
nessed to the spiritual power and effectiveness of 
common consent, spiritual-formation practices and 
faithful disagreement to many interested faith lead-
ers at Seattle University’s State of the Church sum‐
mit in early May.  
 Auburn Congregation learned Interpersonal 
Peacebuilding Skills from World Church peace-
building ministries specialists. About 25 members 
participated, so they can more peacefully communi-
cate and make decisions together as a church com-
munity.  
 

For Everyone Born, Clean Water, 
Bread, Shelter, Safety: Abolish Poverty, 
End Suffering 
 Peace and justice also includes dependable 
food, safe shelter and an opportunity to learn. Many 
members regularly give to World Church Oblation, 
which provides temporary support to individuals, 
families and communities at home and around the 
world.  
 Orphans Africa, founded by three GPNW 
members, received donations of time, service, mon-
ey and “boots-on-the-ground volunteering” from 
members in Tanzania this year. Orphans Africa 

And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace:  
yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice,  justice and joy.  —For Everyone Born (see page 14) 
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provides for educational opportunities for orphans 
and economic opportunity for widows.  
 Garden Grove Congregation “bought a 
farm” with its $3,000 donation to Outreach Interna‐
tional, and also donated its coffee and bakery sale 
proceeds to OI from the 2012 Mission Center Con-
ference. Additionally, Garden Grove supplies stu-
dent clothing and school supplies for its neighbor-
hood school. Fairbanks Congregation continues its 
blanket ministry for special needs children ages 0-3 
and for the Women’s/Children Shelter.  
 Several congregations help neighborhood 
children and families supplement food needs 
through food pantries, weekend backpacks with 
healthy food for students, school feeding programs, 
kitchens for hot meals, shelter donations, and com-
munity gardens. A sampling of 
congregations providing these 
services include Albany, Auburn, 
Bend, Eugene, Fairbanks, Rogue 
Valley, Redmond, Rogue Valley, 
Roseburg, Salem, Samish, Selah, 
Southridge, Tuality and Yakima.  
 Other congregations pro-
vide safe, warm transitional hous-
ing, laundry quarters and hygiene 
packets for families or individuals 
without homes. A sampling of 
congregations offering, or prepar-
ing to offer temporary shelter or respite from home-
lessness, include Garden Grove, Lower Columbia 
Fellowship, University Place, Puyallup and Port-
land.  
 

A Safe Place for Growing, To Witness 
and Worship—Invite People to Christ 
 The church excels at providing a safe place 
for sharing and growing in a healthy environment. 
These opportunities often invite people to Christ, as 
well as into the community.  
 Cowlitz Valley Congregation continues to 
offer a fellowship area in the church and encourage-
ment for young adult graduates of foster care. 
Puyallup Congregation began Intergenerational Life 
Ministries (ILM), inviting family and friends of the 
congregation to special events, such as Easter, 
Christmas, Valentine’s Day, a harvest celebration, 
summer barbecues and field games. Highland Park 
Congregation offers “Sharing in Community,” 

food, crafts and fellowship monthly for children and 
their parents in the neighborhood. Portland Congre-
gation partners with its neighborhood association 
and police department to host block celebrations on 
its property to help draw the community together. 
Salem Congregation continues to offer thriving 
children’s ministry, primarily to Hispanic children, 
even though most adult volunteers do not speak 
Spanish.  
 Our most successful “inviting” efforts are in 
our camping program for all ages. In 2013, we hosted 
11 youth camps and two traveling youth camps 
(Caravan and SPEC), two Young Adult retreats, 
three family reunions and one adult reunion. 
Thanks to the Bend Congregation, with support 
from Redmond Congregation, Bend Institute was 

held once again over 
Labor Day Weekend, 
featuring Graceland 
Seminary Dean Don 
Compier.  
 The number of 
participants was strong 
for reunions, retreats 
and most camps. Special 
thanks to all youth 
camp, retreat, institute 
and reunion directors 
and staff. Recruiting 

leadership teams, inviting participants and staging 
these events is a year-round commitment. We all 
benefit from and appreciate their skill, creativity, 
good humor, patience, enthusiasm and devotion! 
 All summer activities depend on strong in-
viting. Such inviting brings many “unchurched” 
into a close relationship with God, creation, family 
and Community of Christ. These events generally 
embody all five mission initiatives. Holistic evange-
lism is life changing and bonds relationships for a 
lifetime.  
 Northwest Singles will hold two retreats in 
2013 and has formed its own task force to renew its 
program, led by Susan and Tom Webber.  
 For more information, see reports on SPEC, 
Caravan, Young Adults, Youth Camping and re-
spective campground reports, pages 61-71.  
 Alaska members, under the generous spon-
sorship of Fairbanks Congregation, hold an annual 
retreat each fall at Camp Li-Wa, near Fairbanks. 
This year’s guest ministry was John VanDerWalker 
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II from the Western Field, and Christie Ostendorp, 
GPNW. Thirty-two people from Anchorage, Mat-
Su Valley and Fairbanks gathered to learn, fellow-
ship, play and worship together. Special thanks to 
Cheryl Davis, Fairbanks Pastor, for her gracious 
planning and invitation to all.  
 Other year-round inviting ministries include 
Visiting Ministry, coordinated by Stacie Simmons 
Bates and Lyle Anderson II. Priesthood sacrifice 
their time to prepare sermons and deliver sacramen-
tal ministry—often traveling long distances from 
home to deliver God’s invitation. Thank you!  
 This year, 24 new members joined Commu-
nity of Christ in our mission center, through bap-
tism and confirmation or by confirma-
tion into membership.  
 

“The Hands of a Child in 
Hands That Are Wrinkled:” 
Develop Disciples to Serve 

 We become disciples at all ages. 
We need each other at all ages and stag-
es of life to continue to grow in Chris-
tian understanding, maturity and faith-
fulness. Our youth programs, particu-
larly SPEC and Caravan, emphasize 
growing in our faith and living out our 
beliefs.  
 In 2013, we had a large Caravan 
of 32 young people and 14 staff from across the Mis-
sion Center journeying for the first time to Oahu 
for mission and ministry. As always, our youth re-
ceived as much as they gave. Hawaiian Community 
of Christ members demonstrated their hospitality in 
many ways, particularly in sharing their culture. 
We thank Caravan Directors Troy and Jody Barn-
hart for their year-long leadership and the Pacific 
Islands Mission Centre leadership for welcoming 
us.  
 SPEC at Graceland University, Lamoni, Io-
wa, is a leadership camp that emphasizes Christian 
discipleship, worship, sports, the arts and much 
more. Our Northwest delegation of 56 campers and 
18 staff came from all over the Northwest. This 
year, two members of our delegation were baptized. 
(See Caravan and SPEC reports, page 67.)  
 Since our last Mission Center Conference, 
we ordained 24 people: five to World Church offices 

(High Priest, Seventy and Evangelist) and 19 to con-
gregational offices of Deacon, Teacher, Priest and 
Elder. Preparing these candidates for ordination re-
quires teaching, learning and ongoing mentoring. 
Temple School courses continue to form the back-
bone of our education program. In Renton, Bremer-
ton, Portland, Redmond, Eugene, Mossyrock, Crys-
tal Springs, Central Washington and around the 
region, dedicated teachers offer an invaluable foun-
dation for formation and deepening ministry. This 
year, more than 50 individuals participated in Tem-
ple School. Thank you to all who taught and all who 
attended.  
 Sponsored by our mission center, seven peo-

ple were introduced to new hymnal 
material and brought back that 
knowledge, passion, music and lyr-
ics to congregations and reunions in 
the northwest. We continue to be 
blessed by Mary Richardson, Shari 
Amos, Carla Nilsen, Janelle Jegglie, 
Jill Reents and Karen Anderson, as 
they help congregations dive into 
Community of Christ Sings!, the new 
hymnal launched this past October. 
Several other GPNW leaders also 
attended Peace Colloquy, titled 
Peace, Justice, Song, to become famil-
iar with the hymnal so they can 
help lead the new hymns in wor-
ship.  

 

Creators of Justice and Joy: Equip Con-
gregations in Mission 
 Something is up in our churches. What 
worked in the past may not be working today. 
About 80 Community of Christ churches are ex-
ploring new forms of spiritual and relational en-
counter and its implications for a new church in the 
21st century through Leading Congregations in Mis-
sion, led by our Apostle Ron Harmon. Leadership 
teams from Crystal Springs (Bothell) and Auburn 
in Washington, and Woodburn and Tuality in Ore-
gon have attended three weekend retreats and meet 
regularly to enliven new God-driven mission in 
their respective congregations.  
 Bold Moves grants, funded up to $25,000 each 
year by our mission center, continue to encourage 
new missional efforts by congregations. The Bold 
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Moves Committee, led by Mission Center Pastor 
Support Minister Steve Pomeroy, awarded renewal 
grants this year to Albany, Eugene, Tuality and 
University Place congregations. New grants were 
awarded to Rogue Valley, Highland Park and Port-
land congregations (See page 62 for the Bold Moves 
Committee report.)  
 Task Forces for Alaska, Bend and Highland 
Park gave additional staff resources and skill sets to 
congregations in transition.  
 The Alaska Task Force includes leaders from 
the Western Field, GPNW Mission Center and 
Alaska. Alaskans are hosting frequent ministry vis-
its by John VanDerWalker and Christie Ostendorp, 
who are deepening their relationships with mem-
bers and encouraging new approaches to sustainable 
ministry there. New active families have recently 
moved into Anchorage and Mat-Su Valley, and new 
people are stepping into leadership. The Task Force 
will continue its work in 2014. (See page 60.) 
 Funding from the Alaska Travel Fund has 
been critical to more frequently con-
nect Alaskan members to ministry 
in the “Lower 48” and to bring more 
frequent ministry to their cities. As 
of August 2013, almost $27,000 of the 
original $65,000 fund has funded 
travel expenses to link Alaskan 
members with Community of 
Christ ministry. Thank you for your 
continued commitment to ministry 
in Alaska. 
 The Bend Task Force spent several months 
considering if and how it could continue to fund its 
Congregational Support Minister, Craig Perryman, 
beyond the terms of the GPNW loan. Funding for 
Craig’s salary and benefits were loaned to Bend 
Congregation by vote of the mission center, antici-
pating that Bend would quickly sell a major portion 
of its 29-acre property. Unfortunately, rezoning the 
property into Bend City limits did not occur when 
expected, and the property lost significant value af-
ter the mission center loan was approved. Delegates 
at the 2012 mission center approved supplemental 
funding and a longer time to repay the loan. The 
task force reviewed Bend’s mission, internal com‐
munications, property potential, balance sheet and 
business plan to determine if they could support a 
part-time position. By June, it was clear that Bend 
did not have available funding. Craig has accepted a 

new ministry position as pastor of Orange Congre-
gation in California, effective November 1.  
 As of 8/31/2013, draws on the Bend loan to-
taled about $200,000 plus nearly $19,000 interest. As 
of 10/31/2013, no further draws will be made on the 
loan. Payment of the loan balance is due by 1/1/2020. 
 Highland Park Re-emerging Congregation, 
in southwest Seattle, was trying to decide if it had a 
future, due to its aging building needing expensive 
repairs and an aging membership. With help from 
High Priest David Graybill, Evangelist Steve Pome-
roy, Priest Kevin Young and its task force, the con-
gregation is moving forward.  
 

Facilities and Finances—Congregations 
and Campgrounds 
 Woodland Park Congregation announced 
last year its intent to sell its aging property, so that 
more money could be invested in mission. Near the 
close of the deal, legal challenges threatened the 

sale, which were eventually 
resolved. Leaving a building 
after 60+ years was a major 
challenge. The growing 
congregation is now travel-
ing lightly and leasing space 
on Sundays at the Nordic 
Heritage Museum in Bal-
lard, just a few minutes 
from its previous location. 
The congregation is dis-

cerning God’s will for their mission. (See Wood‐
land Park’s Christmas play, p. 76.) 
 Renton Congregation was making building 
improvements when a contractor caused a major fire 
on the west wall of its building in August, including 
interior damage. Steve Pomeroy, Pastor Support 
Minister, oversaw the clean up, repair and insurance 
issues to make the building whole. Restoration is 
not yet complete. Nearby Rainier Valley Congrega-
tion invited Renton to worship with them until 
their building could be occupied once again.   
 Rainier Valley Congregation discovered it 
had wood rot, estimated to cost more than $200,000 
to repair. A small congregation located in the most 
diverse zip code in the nation, Rainier Valley was 
faced with an impossible expense. Miraculously, the 
Church Council of Greater Seattle wanted to relo-
cate its headquarters into a church within Rainier 
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Valley’s territory. As a board member on Church 
Council, I invited them to consider the Rainier Val-
ley property, where Seattle Stake previously had its 
offices. With skilled lease negotiations by Mission 
Center Financial Officer Bill McFarlin, great effort 
and efficiency by Rainier Valley’s members to clean 
out former offices and classrooms and simultaneous 
building improvements paid for by the Church 
Council, Rainier Valley is now a busy place for 
peace, justice, faith and community work. With ten-
ant income from Carrie House Church of God and 
now the Church Council, Rainier Valley has a 
workable fundraising plan to repair its building and 
enhance its community visibility. The October 1 
Open House and Blessing for Church Council 
brought 100 supportive faith leaders to see the new 
location and welcome the Church Council’s work. 
Also attending: the Holy Spirit. All are blessed!  
 Olympia Congregation needed a new roof. 
Puyallup Congregation had skilled roofers, with ac-
cess to quality roofing materials at a discount. 
Puyallup members Terry Richardson, Ted Pickrell, 
Mike Clothier and Ken Brandt worked two 10-11 
hour days to install the roof. Their generous gift of 
time, caring and labor was much appreciated by 
Olympia.  
 All three campgrounds invested in major im-
provements this past year, so that camps, reunions, 
retreats, and non-church 
groups can rent their facili-
ties. All required significant 
dollars, and each 
campground will need an-
nual fundraising campaigns 
to carry out their visionary 
plans. Samish Island re-
ceived $80,000 in donations 
from congregations and in-
dividuals to help pay for their necessary $120,000 
dining room septic system replacement. Remote 
raised funds through logging. Thank you to all the 
devoted volunteers who keep our campgrounds 
maintained and improved. (See pages 63-65.)  
 Other financial impacts to the mission cen-
ter as a whole included the recent devaluation of 
several of our unsold properties, due to special envi-
ronmental conditions that make them more difficult 
to develop. Currently, our property values in our 
Operating Investment fund show a combined drop 
of $350,000, based on current market values. Also in 
2014, World Church is withdrawing funding sup-

port for one of our critical CSM positions. Apostle 
Ron Harmon asks the mission center to pick up the 
continued funding of this position going forward. 
 

Creators of Justice and Joy: People 
Transitions 
 In addition to Craig Perryman, Bend Con-
gregational Support Minister, accepting reassign-
ment, we will have other mission center staffing 
adjustments in 2014. Mike Bessonette, Mission Cen-
ter Mission Coordinator and Congregational Sup-
port Minister will move from full to half time. Sean 
Langdon, Director of Youth Camping, will add 
CSM responsibilities to become a 0.75 employee. 
Self-sustaining CSM Bob Dobkins will reduce the 
number of congregations he serves, while also tak-
ing on new responsibilities for Aaronic Ministries. 
Seventy John Smallwood will rejoin mission center 
staff to assist with missional work in Oregon. High 
Priest David Graybill will join us as a Self-
sustaining Congregational Support Minister for 
Highlands Park. Self-sustaining ministers Susan 
and Tom Webber are adding coordination of North-
west Singles to their CSM roles.  
 We thank Glen Fishel, Samish Campground 
Association President, for his many years of devot-
ed service to Samish, and Ken and Betty Fernandes 

for developing and leading Northwest 
Singles for 30 years. Additionally, we 
celebrated seven Superannuations this 
year.  
 We grieve for the beloved 
members we’ve lost in the past year, 
and acknowledge that their absence is 
devastating for some congregations. 
We commit to honoring their legacy 
by making faithful decisions about our 

own discipleship, including generosity with invita-
tion, fellowship, service, time, treasure and talents. 
 
And God will delight when we are creators of justice and 
joy, compassion and peace! 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Kathryn Sharp 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center 
President 

President’s Report, pg. 5 
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Beloved Community of God 

Words: Ernest Dodgshun, Music: George J. Elvey 



Letter to Sustain  
Mission Center President 
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November 2, 2013 

 

 

 

To the Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission Center Conference: 

 

Dear Saints: 

 

We are pleased to recommend that the Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission Center Conference sustain the appoint-

ment of Kathy Sharp as President of the Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission Center. We commend her to you for 

your support as leader of the Mission Center. 

 

Very respectfully, 

THE FIRST PRESIDENCY 

 

 
K. Scott Murphy 

 

 

cc: Ron Harmon, Apostle 

 

 

KSM/jas  
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Letter to Sustain  
Mission Center Financial Officer 

 

November 2, 2013 

 

 

 

To the Greater Pacific Northwest USA Mission Center Conference: 

 

Dear Saints: 

 

After consultation with the Presiding Bishopric, we are pleased to recommend that the Greater Pacific Northwest USA 

Mission Center Conference sustain the appointment of William McFarlin as Financial Officer of the Greater Pacific 

Northwest USA Mission Center. 

 

Very respectfully, 

THE FIRST PRESIDENCY 

 

 
K. Scott Murphy 

 

 

cc: Ron Harmon, Apostle  

      Presiding Bishopric  

 

 

KSM/jas   
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A Diligent and Grateful Heart  

Words: Raymond Gunn, Music: Traditional Irish Meloday 
© 1980 Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
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All Are Welcome  

Words and Music: Marty Haugen 
© 1994 GIA Publications, Inc. 

OneLicense #A-718381 (GPNW-MC) 
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I Have Called You by Your Name  

Words and Music: Daniel Charles Damon 
© 1998 Hope Publishing Co. 

CCLI #121579 



Priesthood Call Candidates 
Cecil McGuire, Laurie Sharpe 

Cecil McGuire: Called to Priest 

F 
rom the day I found and ac-
cepted Jesus on a cliff over Re-
flection Lake on Mount Raini-

er, I feared God had a plan for me to 
serve. I did everything I could think 
of to get him to leave me be. Then, I 
finally straightened out some of 
the problems in my life and now 
feel it is humbling and an honor to 
accept this call to priest. 

 While I am not confident in my abilities, I am 
certain God will lead me and be my companion and 
helper every step of the way. I am excited and humbled 
by the future God has in store for me as a minister of 
presence in the households, families, congregations, 
and communities he will lead me to serve. 
  

Biography of Cecil McGuire 
 Cecil McGuire was born in Independence, Mis-
souri, to an RLDS family still divided in the aftermath 
of WWII. He was raised in Tacoma, Washington, 
baptized there in 1955, and entered government service 
in 1964. 
 Cecil attended the 1966 World Conference and 
fell in love with the new version of the Book of Mor-
mon. He lived and worked overseas in 40 countries 
over the next 22 years. He met Nancy Beach of Wash-
ington D.C. in England, and they were married in 1972. 
They still laugh that the British called her a ‘spinster’ 
on their marriage certificate. 
 Since Cecil retired in 1988, they have attended 
congregations in University Place, Olympia, and Cen-
tralia, and the group in Mossyrock. Nancy was bap-
tized in 2007. 
 Cecil is a graduate of Pierce College and the 
University of Maryland. He especially loves being a 
gentleman country farmer on the beautiful 20-acre 
McGuire Homestead that God has granted Nancy and 
him to use in their remaining retirement years. 
 

Laurie Sharpe: Called to Evangelist 

I 
t’s been five years ago now that I was on an early 
morning walk before worship one Sunday. While 
keeping a good pace and visually taking in the fa-

miliar neighborhood, I was also in prayer. It was pray-
er filled with praise and thanks and eventually, when I 
had run out of words, I listened. In the listening I 
sensed God’s message that there was to be, in my spir‐

itual life and ministry, a change ahead. At first I just 
took in that simple message. Throughout the walk, I 
continued to pray with a growing sense of joy. In the 
listening, I didn’t receive much more information than 
I had already been given. But the sharing was rich, and 
the blessing of it will never leave me.  
 Over the years since, I have sought to be open 
to the ways I could grow and stretch, continuing to in-
tentionally listen for God’s voice within. And when, a 
couple of years ago, I heard that voice instruct me that 
it was time to take the Evangelist Temple School 
course, I knew that the time awaited was coming. Hav-
ing been very impatient in the past, I promised God 
that I would be patient in the case of this priesthood 
call. And it was a challenge. But, after hearing the 
words aloud, “You have been called to the office of 
Evangelist,” from Kathy Sharp, it felt as though time 
was but a moment since that Sunday so many years 
ago.  
 I am eager to begin, but humbled by the minis-
try I am called to fulfill. And I commit myself to seek-
ing out that Presence that challenges each of us to be 
and to become for the sake of those around us, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Biography of Laurie Sharpe 
 Laurie Sharpe lives in Van-
couver, WA with James, her hus-
band of 34 years. They have two 
daughters – Ashley Whitham and 
Jenne Sharpe-Konick, two sons-in-
law, Michael and Tim, and one love-
ly granddaughter, Katherine. Laurie 
and James attend Garden Grove 
Congregation. 
 Laurie cherishes her Community of Christ her-
itage, this year celebrating 50 years as a member, and is 
fourth generation of the Rasmussen family within the 
church. She has served as a priesthood member since 
1993 (first as a Priest and now as Elder). Over the years, 
she has taught Sunday School, functioned as a youth 
leader, and co-directed the “Shine” youth retreat for 
nine years. Laurie has also served as a co-pastor for 
three years. 
 In 1995, Laurie and James began an herb nurse-
ry that is now doing business as Lavender Cottage 
Herbs. Their lavender plants and line of lavender prod-
ucts are sold at the Vancouver Farmer’s Market. Laurie 
is hoping to someday fulfill her goal of becoming an 
aromatherapist.  
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Priesthood Call Candidates 
Diane Cardwell, Eleanor Bessonette 

Diane Cardwell: Called to Evangelist 

O 
ne morning, as I sat 
considering my call, it was 
deeply impressed upon me 

to read the words of the song “I 
have Called You by Your Name.” 
As I read through each verse, all 
the promises, hopes, and call to 
mission leapt off the page and 
made their way to my heart.  
 As I look back on my life, 

I can clearly see God’s faithfulness all along the 
way, from the time I was just a little girl attending 
camps, to now. Still, I wrestle with my own 
insecurities. And yet, how can I not respond to a 
God who has been utterly faithful to me all my life?   
 Because it is my heartfelt desire to respond to 
God’s faithfulness, I humbly accept the call to 
Evangelist. And as I place my hand into the hand of 
the Divine, I am holding onto these words from the 
song: “I will not abandon you; all My promises are 
true. Go and tell My precious people they are Mine.”  
 

Biography of Diane Cardwell 
 Diane Cardwell was born in Montana but 
raised in Chehalis and Centralia, Washington.  
After attending Oregon College of Education, she 
moved to Redmond, OR where she met her 
husband, Ken. They have been married 38 years and 
have two children, Heather and Casey, and two 
granddaughters, Brayden and Ellie. Diane worked in 
public schools for 37 years, teaching children’s PE 
and 4/5 grade before retiring two years ago.   
 Diane was ordained an Elder in 1991. She 
worshipped in Bend Congregation, serving in such 
roles as Sunday School teacher, Christian Education 
coordinator, and counselor to the pastor. She now 
worships in Redmond Congregation, where she is co
-pastor and Celebration Team leader. Highly 
involved in camps, caravan, and reunions as a youth, 
she now enjoys teaching classes at reunion and 
working at Jr. High camps. Over the years, she has 
served as pre-baptismal and Jr. High teacher at 
reunions, and as a counselor, director, and camp 
pastor for Jr. High camps.    
 In her spare time, Diane enjoys spending 
time with her family, romping with her 
grandchildren, swimming, camping, and having 
lunch with friends. 
 

Eleanor Bessonette: Called to Evangelist 

F 
or years one of my favorite scriptures has been 
D&C 161:1a and 1d: 
 

Lift up your eyes and fix them on the place 
beyond the horizon to which you are sent.   
Journey in trust, assured that the great 
and marvelous work is for this time and 
for all time. 
 
Understand that the road to 
transformation travels both inward and 
outward. The road to transformation is 
the path of the disciple. 

 
 As I reflect on this call to Evangelist, I again 
realize the challenge is not the horizon but to try to 
look even beyond that. To lift my eyes and open 
myself to the amazing journey God has to offer. I 
humbly accept this call to Evangelist as I attempt to 
travel the path of the disciple. 
 

Biography of Eleanor 
Bessonette 
 Eleanor is currently a co-
pastor for Redmond 
Congregation. She has served as 
an Elder since 1993  and a Priest 
before then. She is a member of 
the Youth Camping Team and 
the Bold Moves Committee. In Deschutes county, 
she is involved in ecumenical and service 
organizations with an emphasis on providing 
tangible support for people in need.  
 Eleanor is a retired elementary school teacher 
and school administrator. She has been involved in 
children and youth ministry within her 
congregations and the Mission Center for many 
years. She still enjoys teaching and working with 
children. 
 Eleanor and her husband, Mike, live in 
Redmond, Oregon. Their family includes sons 
Michael and Chris, their wives Deb and Joanna, and 
three grand loves, Karsten, Zachary and Campbell.  
Eleanor enjoys traveling, gardening, reading and 
spending time in the mountains.   



The Summons 
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Words: John L. Bell, Music: Scottish melody, arr. John L. Bell 
© 1987 WGRG, Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) 

OneLicense #A-718381 (GPNW-MC) 

For Everyone Born 
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Peace, Salaam, Shalom 

Words and Music: Pat Humphries and Sandy Opatow 
© 2001 Pat Humphries and Sandy Opatow, Moving Forward Music BMI 

OneLicense #A-718381 (GPNW-MC) 



Alaska Mission Research, Assessment and 
Support Interim Report  
Submitted by John VanDerWalker, Alaksa Task Force 

For Everyone Born 
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The Partners 

T 
he Alaska Mission research project is a 
partnership of the Greater Pacific 
Northwest USA Mission Center (GPNW), 

the Western USA Mission Field (WMF), and the 
congregations of Fairbanks, and Mat-Su Valley, 
Alaska. All of these entities are participating by 
contributing personnel and financial support.   
 

The Purpose 
 Assess the missional assets and opportunities 
in Anchorage, Mat-Su 
Valley, and Fairbanks 
using a blended research 
approach including 
collaborative spiritual 
discernment, demographic 
research, personal 
interviews, and 
conversations. 
 

The Method 
 These points were 
included in the charter 
approved in January 2013: 
 Research demographic data and other 

information to understand context. 
 Interview and converse with 

church members and persons in 
the community to understand 
context, opportunities and 
challenges. 

 Integrate spiritual and relational 
practices (i.e. personal and 
community) in all aspects of the 
exploration. 

 
 The corpus of information 
gathered has been done through visits 
to Alaska and spending time with the 
saints. It is safe to say that there has been over 1,000 

hours of face-to-face time with members and 
community people.   
 Visits include corporate worship, in-home 
visits, and meals in homes and restaurants. 
Sacramental ministry has been offered in these 
various venues, along with prayer, teaching, 
preaching and encouragement. 
 There are several outcomes hoped for 
associated with these visits: 
 Establish relationships between the minister and 

the members 
 Strengthen relationship between the member 

and the church (GPNW and 
World Church) 
 Develop an 
understanding of the context 
from which, and into which, 
ministry flows 
 Observe and inventory 
skill and gifts among 
members 
 Help members to develop 
a sense of mission and 
mission awareness 
 Provide opportunity for 

members to deepen spiritual life 
 Through the above points, a sense of missional 

opportunities will become evident to members 
and action in mission will follow. 



Bold Moves Committee Report 
Submitted by Steve Pomeroy, Committee Chair 

S 
ince our 2012 Mission Center Conference, 
Bold Moves grants have proved to be an 
ongoing source of support for a number of 

our congregations. Under grant guidelines, grant 
recipients are able to apply for up to two additional 
renewal grants. Four such renewals were granted 
over the past year, continuing to encourage the 
missional efforts in place in the Albany, Eugene, 
Tuality, and University Place congregations.  These 
renewal grants are enabling these groups to expand 
their efforts to meet identified needs or to respond 
to partners who have requested their greater 
participation in the efforts previously begun. 
 Bold Moves was approved by the GPNW 
Conference in 2007, to provide a total of $25,000 per 
year in grant awards to congregations and groups 
within the Mission Center, as seed money to 
encourage new efforts in mission and/or church 
planting. Since grants began being made in April 
2009, a total of nearly $100,000 in grant funding has 
been awarded to congregations in every area of our 
Mission Center. These funds have helped enabled 
partnering with groups to create housing for the 
homeless; community gardens, backpack programs, 

student snack zones, and food banks to feed the 
hungry; programs to assist youth in need; and 
efforts to serve and bring ministry to some of our 
congregational communities.  
 More than 20 of our congregations have 
applied for and received Bold Moves grants over the 
years. In the cycles of Fall 2012 and Spring 2013, new 
grants were awarded to the Rogue Valley, Highland 
Park and Portland congregations, in addition to the 
renewal grants noted above. Two additional grant 
applications have been received for the Fall 2013 
Cycle and are currently under review by the ten-
member Bold Moves Committee. Award 
determinations and announcements will be 
forthcoming in the next few weeks. 
 The work of our Bold Moves recipient 
congregations has drawn positive notice in many 
communities and has inspired other congregations 
and individuals to look at how and where they can 
bring the mission of Jesus Christ alive in their own 
communities.  It is never too early to look ahead and 
envision and plan what else might be done.  The 
next Bold Moves application deadline is April 15, 
2014.  

Bend Congregation Report 
Submitted by Sean Sahlberg, Bend Congregation Pastor 

W 
e thank each and every one of you for your 
generous financial support of Bend 
Congregation over the past four years. We 

have moved forward with outreach ministries and 
engaging the community, which continues to be an 
overwhelming blessing. The growth and movement 
of Bend is almost unrecognizable from four years 
ago. 
 The hiring of Craig Perryman as our 
Congregation Support Minister has changed the 
course of our congregation forever. The last three 
years have included a wonderful variety of ministry 
and outreach opportunities, as well as creative 
worship experiences. Craig and Tami have added 
tremendously to our individual spiritual journeys, as 
well as our presence in the community.  
 As part of our ongoing discernment of where 
we are being called, we had to take a hard look at the 
feasibility of paid ministry. We looked intensely at 
numerous potential funding options to continue to 
employ Craig, but found when we took the 

emotional aspect out of the equation, it just isn’t the 
best decision for our congregation at this point.  
 As Pastor of Bend, the commitment I have 
for us is to continue moving forward in mission—to 
discern what God is calling us to be and become. 
Part of that discernment is how we can continue to 
use our 29 acres to be of the most value to our 
community. The debt we have accrued is a matter 
we take very seriously, and determines to some 
degree how we proceed. The City of Bend and the 
State of Oregon still are in conversation about the 
Urban Growth Boundary expansion. While that 
limits some of our options until the matter is 
resolved, we continue to look at the possibilities. 
We have been blessed with our land asset, and the 
value of the land will ensure that we are able to 
cover our loan with the Mission Center.  
 Our prayer and desire is to be of the greatest 
asset we can become. I ask that you continue to 
uphold us in your prayers and thoughts. 
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Campground Report: Lewis River 
Submitted by Dave Polly, Board President, and Shari Amos, Reunion Director 

Association Report 

T 
he Lewis River Campground is in the final 
stages of the Clark County review of our 
Master Plan. When complete, we will be 

able to move to a construction phase. When the 
county gives final approval, it is with conditions 
that might dictate what needs to be constructed 
first. For example, the septic sewer update might be 
a condition. So we are waiting to hear from them on 
this stage. 
 We had a successful camping season and 
have had some new clients join the list of outside 
organizations to use 
the facility. We 
enjoyed several new 
amenities to the 
campground: new 
lodge restrooms, 
leveled play fields with 
new grass, new RV site 
hook-ups for electric 
and water, teepees, and 
the upper bench 
leveled with grass 
planted.  We hope to 
set up the teepees on 
the upper bench next year and begin to rent those 
out for use. 
 Dan Jackson has been 
elected to serve as the 
treasurer after Cecil Davies 
resigned that position. Dan 
was appointed to an at-large 
position on the Board. Susan 
Powell has also been appointed 
to an at-large position on the 
Board as support for the 
treasurer position. With the 
number of projects on the 
horizon and additional 
fundraising occurring, the 
Board felt that there needed to be a couple of people 
specifically designated to oversee the finances. 
 We are still looking for members on the 
Board that have experience in fundraising, grant 

writing, construction project management, and/or 
marketing. 
 We thank everyone for the support and 
acceptance of the renovations at the 
campground. We look forward to many years and 
many more generations using the grounds, and 
finding their faith in God at this important pathway 
of their lives. 
 

Lewis River Family Reunion Report 
 Apostle Ron Harmon and Kathy Sharp 
served as our wonderful guest ministers. They 

provided interesting, engaging and 
informative classes, as well as 
spiritual, thought-provoking and 
transformative sermons. 
Kathy enlightened us through 
afternoon chats, and Ron surprised 
us with beautiful singing and music 
with his traveling guitar, making 
him the first minstrel apostle.  
 Along with great teachers led 
by Christian education director 
Brenda Sargent, the camp included a 
meaningful baptism in the creek, 
children’s/youth service, fun 

afternoon recreation, swimming in the river, youth 
activities, Wednesday night annual barbeque and 

talent show, and great campfires 
with testimonies offered by our 
guest ministry.  
 Cecil Davies, a long-time 
reunion board member and 
supporter, was superannuated one 
evening in a joyful ceremony. 
New this year was our first tipi 
(with more to come). It was a big 
hit with everyone including 
the children and teachers, who 
spent part of class time learning 
about God and Jesus in its blessed 

setting. Another new setting at Lewis River 
included the beautifully remodeled bathrooms in the 
lodge. Thanks to all who worked on them! Hope to 
see you all next year! 
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Campground Report: Remote 
Submitted by Mike Grohs, Board President, and Sean Langdon, Reunion Guest Ministry 

Association Report 

A 
nother busy year has come to a close at Camp 
Remote. Because of our location and available 
facilities, we've been a summer-only type of 

camp, but we are working at changing that. Camp 
Remote covers approximately 120 acres—the camp 
that most people use and see is about 15 acres, and 
the rest is forested. 
We have the 
property divided up 
into about 
seven different 
logging zones, and 
this last year we 
logged another 
section. It's the 
income from this 
logging that's 
foundational for building new buildings, making 
improvements, paying for routine maintenance, and 
subsidizing camper fees so that we can make Camp 
Remote available to as many people as possible. 
 We are presently in the 
process of applying for a new 
conditional use permit from the 
county to add more cabins and a 
retreat center. We would like to 
add 10 cabins to our facilities and, 
if there’s enough money, a retreat 
center that can be used year-round 
as classrooms, group meetings, a 
recreation center and more.  
 We are also excited about 
all the work we've done with our 
website and mass marketing 
efforts planned for this winter. We are sending 
mailers to all the churches, schools and youth 
organizations and agencies in the southern Oregon 
area that might have need of camp. If we can add 
enough clients, our hope is that we could then use all 
of our logging revenue on facility improvements and 
adding recreational features to our camp, making us 
then even more attractive as a camp and retreat 
center. All it takes is time, money and effort. 
 

Remote Family Reunion Report 

O 
ur Family Reunion this year was a joyous 
experience of community as we gathered at 
Camp Remote in early August. Guest 

ministry was provided by High Priest John 
VanDerWalker, Seventy Craig Perryman, Bishop 

Bill McFarlin, and Elder Sean Langdon. 
Though they weren’t officially there to 
provide guest ministry, we were also 
thankful for the presence of Dave & 
Carolyn Brock and the ministry they 
provided through morning worships, 
preaching, etc. Craig and Bill led the 
adults through the reunion text with 
lots of lively discussion, while John 
brought ministry to the youth class.  
 One of the highlights of the 
week included a Wednesday night 

barbecue and open mic night. It was great to 
experience the gifts of many. Another highlight was 
the intergenerational Olympics on Wednesday 
afternoon, led by Jody Barnhart. In the afternoons, 

we participated in 
chats relating to World 
Conference 
resolutions, Words of 
Counsel to the church, 
and Mission Center 
updates. We had great 
worship experiences 
throughout the week, 
provided by a variety 
of individuals. Great 
food was provided by 
Cindie Ellwanger, with 

assistance from her mother, Bernie Hodgson, and 
daughter, Lindsey Ellwanger.  
 We’re thankful for all who made 2013 another 
successful reunion experience at Camp Remote, 
especially that of our directors, Sharon and Rusty 
Johnson, with assistance from Katie O’Keefe-
Knobel. We look forward to yet another great 
reunion in 2014, with guest ministry provided by 
Apostle Bunda Chibwe! 
 



Campground Report: Samish Island 
Submitted by Glen Fishel, Board President, and Cindie Ellwanger, Reunion Director 

Association Report 

2 013 has been a year of transition for Samish 
Camp. Penny & Mark Chapman retired 
from being the Camp Managers/Caretakers, 

and Don & Sydney Brady moved in to take the 
vacated position. In late December and early 
January, the 
West Caretaker 
Residence was 
remodeled by 
completely 
replacing the 
kitchen cabinets, 
floors and some 
appliances, 
completely 
renovating the 
main floor bathroom, including floors and cabinets; 
putting new floors in the entry area; doing some 
painting, etc. Thanks to many volunteers and a lot 
of patience and forbearance of the living-in new 
occupants, we were successful in accomplishing 
these improvements.   
 Another transition taking place this year is 
the replacement of the Dining Hall septic drain 
field with a new system which will provide waste 
water pre-treatment and dispense it into 300 feet of 
drip mounds. The actual installation took place 
between September 23 and October 4. The system 
was approved for operation on October 4, just in 
time for the Young Adult Retreat. Thanks to the 
generosity of a number of 
individuals and 
congregations, 
approximately $80,000 has 
been contributed toward this 
installation to help offset 
the development and reserve 
funds needed to complete 
this project. Coast 
Construction from Ferndale, 
Washington was the contractor, and they did an 
outstanding job in spite of some inclement weather. 
The total cost for this job, including permits and 
engineering fees, was approximately $120,000.  

 The third major transition happens at the 
end of the year, when Keith Townsend (IWMC), 
Bill Thederahn (CWMC) and I (GPNWMC) will 
take leave (term limits) from our responsibilities on 
the Board of Directors for the Samish Island 
Campground Association. It has been our pleasure 

in serving on the Board for many years. We 
all wish to say thank you to you for your 
support and cooperation during our years of 
service. 
 We have had over 30 camps already 
this year, and we still have more to go. In 2012, 
our income exceeded our expenses by $8,127. 
In 2013 through October 9, our income plus 
accounts receivable are about $242,000 and we 
have spent approximately $181,000. We have 
not received our insurance bill to date, nor 

have we deducted $4,100 of reserve funds that are 
budgeted; therefore, the difference between income 
and expenses is not as much as it appears. I believe 
that it is safe to say that we will come out in the 
black again this year.  
 

Samish Family Reunion Report 
 Samish Family Reunion, one of my favorite 
weeks during the summer. This year, we had over 
175 in attendance. Almost half of camp was children 
and youth. Guest ministry was brought by David 
Nii and Christian Skoorsmith.  
 There were some different elements to this 
year’s reunion, like having the communion service 

at the labyrinth. It was a chilly 
evening, but the setting was 
great. We are very blessed to 
have wonderful volunteers to 
teach our children and youth.  
 Some think we come to 
camp to just eat! Thanks to 
our great cooks, Rick, Jannette, 
and David, we just might come 
to eat! The relaxed atmosphere 

provided time to chat with friends we hadn’t seen in 
a while and those we were just getting to know. I 
am looking forward to Samish Reunion in 2014. You 
will be there, right? 
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Orphans Africa Report 
Submitted by Michele Torrey, Secretary-Treasurer 

O 
rphans Africa has made great strides this past 
year, thanks to the loyal and generous sup-
port of our donors! Please help OA continue 

to be a part of building world peace and relieving 
poverty and human suffering. Visit our Conference 
display table or visit us online at 
www.orphansafrica.org. Asante sana! 
 

Benefit Auction 
 In March, OA held its fourth annual benefit 
auction at the elegant Temple Theater Ballroom in 
Tacoma, WA. This year’s generosity netted over 
$56,000! The proceeds have benefitted all OA pro-
jects. Thanks to all who volunteered and attended!  
 

Next years’ auction will be held March 8 at Tacoma, 
WA. Mark your calendars! 

 

Field Report 
 A team of eight 
volunteers from Orphans 
Africa has just returned 
from four weeks in Tanza-
nia visiting Orphans Afri-
ca projects. Here is the lat-
est report from the field: 
 
Mwaji Secondary School (Bujela) 
 Over 150 students attend in four grade levels. 
In the most recent national examinations, Mwaji 
students scored the best in their Ward. This is an 
outstanding accomplishment considering that na-
tionwide, 65% of Form IV students failed their ex-
ams. OA continues to provide infrastructure, text-
books, and teaching aids such as laboratory equip-
ment. In June 2013, the girls’ dormitory was com‐
pleted, including installation of a 5,000 liter poly-
tank, a toilet/shower house, a temporary kitchen, 
and dormitory furnishings. In April, OA hired its 
first headmaster. Once again, OA was also able to 
take and distribute over 150 washable, reusable femi-
nine hygiene kits, along with used clothing, shoes, 
and school supplies for all the orphans. Volunteers 
taught classes on human sexuality, while co-founder 
and nurse Liza de Guzman gave a week-long work-
shop that trained individuals on how to provide 
basic health care to their communities. And just for 
fun, Susi Wight and Carl Gann also taught the girls 
a class on jewelry making. The class was a colorful 
collection of beaded bracelets, necklaces, and smiles!  

Marilynn Primary & Nursery School (Majohe) 
 Students at the Marilynn School continue to 
outscore other schools in their national examina-
tions, with one Marilynn student taking top honors 
out of 1,991 students! In October, members of the 
OA team attended the inauguration of the brand 
new kitchen, dining hall, and a computer technology 
center, an impressive, beautiful structure. The team 
also brought fourteen boxes to the Marilynn School 
filled with more IT equipment to outfit the comput-
er laboratory—hundreds of pounds of computers 
and equipment! Currently there are 250 students in 
attendance; 60 are orphans. The tuition from the 190 
non-orphan students covers all operational costs of 
the school, as well as orphan care. It won’t be long 
before the Marilynn School, once in shambles and 
with only one set of textbooks, will be fully self-
sustaining.  

 
Isandula Center (Vwawa)  
 The Isandula Center is OA’s most 
ambitious project, with the proposed con-
struction of a vocational-technical school 
for teens and young adults on 80 donated 
acres. Tuition from paying students and 
monies earned from the sales of goods and 
services will help the school become self-
sustaining, allowing orphans to attend for 
free. A nursery school for orphans and 

destitute children is currently operating on campus. 
Together with the in-town nursery school, over 150 
children receive their ABCs, 123s, health care, and 
daily porridge. OA is currently constructing an Ad-
ministration Hall and applying for grants. While on
-site, Dave Skoor also provided a handy, compact 
water filtration system, not only at the Isandula 
Center, but to all the other projects. 

 
Empowerment of Widows: This year, OA volun-
teers distributed funds for the purchase of a cow for 
the widows. It is hoped that the cow will eventually 
produce milk, providing much needed nutrition and 
income for a widow and her family. (The widows of 
Bujela continue to care for the pigs purchased with 
OA funds.) Many of the widows also participated in 
the Health Workers program, taught by Liza de 
Guzman. These women will be leaders in helping to 
provide and teach basic health care, nutrition, and 
sanitation in their respective villages. All partici-
pants received Health Worker smocks and gradua-
tion certificates. 

For Everyone Born 

http://www.orphansafrica.org


S 
pectacular was held July 17-27. This year’s 
experience was... well, Spectacular! We had 
56 campers and 18 staff from all over the 

Northwest, including Alaska, Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyo-
ming and Missouri.   
 We spent three days in Inde-
pendence getting acquainted, visiting the 
Temple and Auditorium, worshiping in 
the Temple, and enjoying Worlds of 
Fun Amusement Park.   
 The actual camp was from July 
20-27 at Graceland University. The 
members of the Northwest Delegation 
participated in sports, arts, music, lead-
ership and worship opportunities 
throughout the week.  The highlight of 
the week was the baptismal service for 

Tyler McCracken and Brian Keal. It was spirit-filled 
and amazing.   
 The dates for next year’s Spectacular and In‐

ternational Youth Forum (IYF) are 
July 15-26, 2014. In addition to campers 
from the U.S. and Canada, there will 
be international participants from Eu-
rope, Australia, French Polynesia and 
other countries. Campers must have 
completed freshman year in high 
school through freshman year in col-
lege to participate in IYF. The ages for 
Spectacular remain the same: comple-
tion of sophomore year of high school 
to completion of senior year of high 
school. More information about next 
year’s events will be available later in 
the fall. 

Spectacular Report 
Submitted by Mike Bessonette, Co-Leader 
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T 
his year was quite a different venture for 
Caravan, though the Mission was the same–
spreading the peace of Jesus Christ and 

Making Mission Real.  
 This year’s Youth Venture for Christ Caravan 
trip was to Oahu, Hawaii. Caravan was first asked to 
bring ministry to the Islands some 14 years ago. We 
had 32 Caravanners and 14 staff make the 
commitment with all five 
huddles and requirements. 
We were also blessed to 
have Apostolic Assistant 
Dave Nii join our staff for 
the trip and many of the 
huddles.  
 Upon arrival at Camp 
Lokahi, our home for the 
week, we were greeted by 
gracious, loving saints: 
Mission Center President 
Ralph Aona, Mission Center 
Financial Officer Moana Faana, Trudy Gunderson 
and Aaron Mahi. We were welcomed to the Island in 
a traditional Hawaiian manner. This felt like a 
sacrament service, as we shared fresh coconut and 
boiled peanuts.  
 Caravan provided the ministry of Jesus being a 

revolutionary peacemaker to three congregations and 
performed over 270 hours of community service 
during our week there. Caravan Director Troy 
Barnhart and a small group painted the Camp Lokahi 
dining hall, and we worked at two homeless 
shelters—one in Honolulu and the other at the 
Waianae Civic Center. At the Honolulu site, tasks 
included sorting toiletries, preparing a meal, cleaning 

the pantry and freezers, and 
sorting items for the thrift 
shop and storage unit. At the 
Waianae Civic Center, we 
cleaned a garden area for 
replanting, scrubbed walls, and 
performed some much-needed 
landscaping duties. We also 
fed the families some of Aaron 
Mahi’s wonderful chili, rice 
and salad. It was a bonding 
moment when the 
Caravanners sang the 

doxology and the families returned the blessing in 
Hawaiian. 
 We look forward to many more exciting times 
spreading the Peace of Christ to those we meet. 
Mission is made real when we are doing the work 
that God calls us to do. Where is God calling you? 

Youth Caravan Report 
Submitted by Jody Barnhart, Co-Director 



Young Adults Report 
Submitted by Sean Langdon, Young Adult Ministries Specialist  

A 
s we draw 2013 to a close, I reflect on the state 
of Young Adult Ministries (YAM) in our 
Mission Center. It’s an ever changing demo‐

graphic with various needs and wants. We are al-
ways striving to bring authentic and engaging min-
istry to this group of people. Our young adults con-
tinue to receive new priesthood calls, assist with the 
leading of many of our youth ministries, and preach, 
preside, teach and pastor in our congregations. 
 

Young Adult Ministries Team 
 Earlier this year, I formed a Young Adult 
Ministries Team with support of Mission Center 
leadership. The purpose of this group was to get to-
gether a group of committed individuals in the dif-
ferent areas of the Mission Center to offer a more 
collaborative approach to YAM in the Northwest. 
These individuals serve as 
a YAM Coordinator for 
their area, while also as-
sisting or leading Mission 
Center sponsored young 
adult retreats and other 
events. They are also 
available to assist in the 
coordination of events for 
their areas and be a re-
source to those congregations. How each of these 
individuals approaches Young Adult Ministries in 
their area is different based on their availability and 
the desires and needs of the young adults. 
 Mary Schlenker represents GPNW Central. 
Mary has acted in the role of pastor to our young 
adult group for a few years, so it was very fitting to 
invite her to this role. Sheyne Benedict represents 
GPNW South. Sheyne has been a leader in Young 
Adult Ministries for her congregation for several 
years, and was a natural person to invite to be in this 
role. Teresa Brown represents GPNW North. She 
brings a lot of new energy to the team.  
 

Retreats and Events 
 We weren’t able to gather together often, but 
when we did, we had a lot of fun and laughter. The 
young adults in Eugene met for a dinner and fellow-
ship at the home of Sheyne and Ken Benedict in 
January. Mary and Wes Schlenker hosted a barbe-
cue for the GPNW Central young adults in June. At 
Bend Institute, there was a young adult pizza dinner 
with the youth, and then late-night appetizers and 

dessert for just the young adults. The GPNW Cen-
tral young adults enjoyed a bowling night in Sep-
tember.   
 We had two retreats this year. There was a 
spring retreat in May at Eugene Congregation, 
where we enjoyed the ministry of Seventy Craig 
Perryman. It was a fun retreat that included a mid-
night run to VooDoo Donuts and bowling. It was 
also a spiritual one, where we discovered our Spir-
itual Types. GPNW North YAM Coordinator Te-
resa Brown closed the weekend by sharing the Good 
News on Sunday morning with Eugene Congrega-
tion. 
 Our second retreat was our annual fall retreat 
at Samish Island Campground, where 25 young 
adults gathered for a weekend of fun, fellowship, 
and discipleship formation. Some of the highlights 

were our late night Sardines and 
other games, Fright Fest-themed 
dinner and activities, and engag-
ing worships. Rachelle Smalldon 
brought very effective ministry to 
our retreat experience.  
 

Rachelle Smalldon’s Visit 
 In October, Rachelle 
Smalldon visited the Puget Sound 

area. Rachelle is the new Young Adult Ministries 
Specialist for World Church. The primary purpose 
of her visit was to offer guest ministry at our fall 
Young Adult Retreat at Samish Island Camp-
ground. At the retreat, she taught a class based on 
the theme of “Discipleship in Community.” She gave 
the message on Sunday morning at Samish Congre-
gation, while the young adults led the congregation 
in their sacramental Communion worship. On Sun-
day afternoon, she led a Q&A on Young Adult Min-
istries at Auburn Congregation, then closed the day 
with a barbecue with some of our young adults. Her 
visit concluded with a day of sightseeing in Seattle.  
 

Onward to 2014 
 I look forward to our Young Adult Minis-
tries Team continuing to bring ministry to young 
adults in the 2014. It will be a year of retreats, fel-
lowship, and drawing into a closer relationship with 
each other and God. I look forward to seeing young 
adults at Lewis River Campground in the late win-
ter at the first of our four retreats in 2013. (See page 
79.) 
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Youth Camping Team Report 
Submitted by Sean Langdon, Youth Camping Director 
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June 30: “Done with Caravan... it was a great 
experience and I’m so glad I got to share it with 
all of my friends on Caravan... they are the great-
est people I know! And I love all of them! Can’t 
wait for camp, then SPEC!” 
 
July 13: “Even though I got 46 bug bites @ camp, 
I still had a fantastic time! This year I was very 
blessed! Thank you campers and staff for making 
this year my favorite year!” 
 
July 13: “It’s not even been a day, and I’m already 
missing camp and my friends badly. SPEC come 
faster!” 
 
July 28: “FINALLY home from SPEC. Probably 
one of the best weeks of my life! And I got to 
spend it with awesome 
people! Love you all!” 

 
 The quotes above 
come from Ty Sahlberg 
of Bend Congregation. 
As the summer rolled on, 
I saw similar quotes on 
Facebook from many Sr. 
High youth and staff 
throughout our Mission 
Center. One of the com-
mon themes I noticed 
throughout Ty’s posts, 
and that of others, was the common acknowledge-
ment of the importance of friendship. 
Relationships are a big part of our sum-
mer camping program. The relationships 
created can last a lifetime. In 2013, we ex-
perienced another season of fostering 
new friendships, reconnecting with old 
friends, and drawing into a deeper rela-
tionship with God and all of creation at 
our youth camps.  
 Thanks to all of our youth camp 
directors, counselors, cooks, teachers, 
pastors, nurses, caretakers, parents, etc., 
who helped make 2013 a successful year 
of youth camping.  
 

By the Numbers 
 In 2013, we operated 11 youth camps and two 

traveling youth camps (i.e. Caravan and SPEC 

Northwest Delegation). 
 About 185 dedicated volunteers staffed our youth 

camps. 
 About 327 dedicated campers attended one or 

more of our youth camps or traveling youth 
camps. This is almost exactly the same as the 
numbers for 2012.  

 Two youth camp staff trainings were offered at 
Renton and Garden Grove congregations.  

 Every youth camp was operating in the black at 
the end of the camping season. Woo-Hoo! 

 

The Realities That Face Us 
 Some of our camps are experiencing growth 
or are maintaining higher numbers. This is great! 
Others, though, have low or declining numbers. 
This is in no way a reflection of our youth camp 

leaders who work tirelessly to invite 
campers to come. It does appear to be a 
reflection of societal commitments and 
priorities. We need to creatively exam-
ine the ways we reach out and invite 
prospective campers.  
 One of the realities we faced this 
year was the low numbers at Camp Isra-
el at Lewis River. In early June, the 
camp staff, youth, and Mission Center 
leadership worked together to create a 
plan to blend this camp with the Sr. 
High camp at Remote. It was a great 

success, with new friendships being formed and 
many stating that 
they can’t imagine 
not going to camp 
together. This 
blending will contin-
ue at Remote for the 
time being. This is 
the type of creative, 
visionary way that 
we need to approach 
our camping pro-
gram moving for-
ward.   

 

Looking Forward 
 I look forward to 2014 with great anticipation! 
I look forward to meeting with eager and willing 
camp volunteers at our trainings this spring. I look 
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forward to completing a youth camp leaders manu-
al. I look forward to ongoing visioning and planning 
for our camping program. I look forward to partner-
ing with camp leaders, parents, and those interested 
in discovering ways we can bring our camping pro-
gram to even more people and reach out with invita-
tion for youth to come experience the peace of Jesus 
Christ. I look forward to another summer of lives 
being transformed because of being 
in relationship with God and each 
other through our camping pro-
gram.  
 Ty Sahlberg posted the fol-
lowing on his Facebook page on 
September 2: “Well... summer is 
pretty much over. This was by far the 
best summer ever. Hawaii, camp, and 
SPEC! Can't wait for next summer!”  
 I agree with Ty! I can’t wait 
for next summer as well!  
 

With Appreciation...  
 Many people 
help make our youth 
camping program a suc-
cess. For all your hard 
work in 2013, we thank 
you!  
 
Youth Camping Team 
 You have great 
representatives on the 
Youth Camping Team. 
These people help assist 
in leading the camping 
program with their vi-
sion, skills, and passion. Thanks to the representa-
tives for serving in 2013. (See page 33). 
 
Directors 
 We had a group of amazing youth camp di-
rectors in 2013. These people worked tirelessly for 
months to ensure that our youth camps were a great 
success. They were:  
 Samish: Christine Campbell (Genesis), Jean & 

Jeff Cravy (Mungai), Kim Naten (Kluane), Mark 
Chap-man & Erik Skoor (Chimacum), and Cath-
erine Peter (Kimtah)  

 Remote: John Wigle (Kids Camp), Katie O’Keefe
-Knobel (Jr. High Camp), Sean Langdon & Emily 

Nilsen (Sr. High Camp – Blended with Lewis 
River’s Camp Israel)  

 Lewis River: Russ Roberts (Jr. High Boys), Ash-
ley Whitham & Maria Keesee (Jr. High Girls), 
and Sharon West (Zarahemla) 

 Caravan: Jody & Troy Barnhart  
 SPEC NW Delegation Leadership Team: Dee 

Robino (Co-Leader) , Mike Bessonette (Co-
Leader) , Sean Langdon, Kelly 
Mongrain and John Chatburn 
(Representing Inland West) 
 
 Some of these directors 
are moving on to other avenues 
of ministry at this time. Thank 
you to David Robino (Remote Sr. 
High Camp), Jarom Mills (Lewis 
River Jr. High Boys), Jeff & Jean 
Cravy (Samish Camp Mungai), 
Katie O’Keefe-Knobel (Remote 

Jr. High) and Dee Robino (SPEC Delegation Co-
Leader) for their tenure as directors.  
 We welcome Stan Simonsen as the new di-

rector of Remote Jr. High Camp. Suc-
cession plans are currently being final-
ized for the new director of Camp 
Mungai, and we hope to announce that 
soon.  
 
All Who Serve 
 We are thankful to all those who 
staffed our youth camps. You are an 
amazing group of dedicated youth 
workers.  
 We are thankful to the congrega-
tions who offered scholarships for 
their kids to attend a youth camp.  

 We are grateful for the campground caretakers 
who put in a countless number of hours to help 
ensure a safe, welcoming environment for our 
camps.  

 We are grateful for our Mission Center staff 
who assisted with staff recruitment and offered 
support.  

 We are thankful to the parents, aunts, uncles, 
grandparents, friends, etc. who helped recruit 
campers and made it possible for youth to attend 
camp.  

 Finally, we want to express a deep level of grati-
tude to everyone who supported our youth 
camps in some way in 2013.  

Youth Camping Team Report, pg. 2 
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Save These Dates! For Everyone Born 

Event Dates Location 
Temple School: Evangelist 11/5/2013 Redmond Congregation 

Caravan Staff Weekend 11/8-10/2013 Sunriver 

NW Singles Retreat 11/8-10/2013 Samish Island Campground 

Leading Congregations in Mission Retreat 11/15-17/2013 Samish Island Campground 

Temple School: Intro to Scripture 11/16/2013 Portland Congregation 

LR Campground Tipi Painting 11/16/2013 Lewis River Campground 

Hymnfest at Tuality 11/24/2013 Tuality Congregation 

Temple School: Intro to Caring Ministries 12/14/2013 Eugene Congregation 

Winter Young Adult Retreat 1/17-20/2014 Lewis River Campground 

Leading Congregations in Mission Retreat 2/7-9/2014 Samish Island Campground 

Search for Meaning Festival 2/15/2014 Seattle University 

Young Adult Retreat 2/28-3/2/2014 Lewis River Campground 

Orphans Africa Benefit Dinner & Auction 3/8/2014 Tacoma, WA 

Nuts & Bolts Training 3/15/2014 University Place Congregation 

Caravan Dinner-Auction 3/15/2014 Eugene Congregation 

Leading Congregations in Mission Retreat 3/21-23/2014 Samish Island Campground 

Nuts & Bolts Training 3/29/2014 Southridge Congregation 

Nuts & Bolts Training 4/5/2014 Selah Congregation 

Nuts & Bolts Training 4/12/2014 Eugene Congregation 

Women's Retreat 5/2-4/2014 Florence, OR 

Camp Genesis 5/30-6/1/2014 Samish Island Campground 

GPNW Adult Reunion at Samish 6/7-13/2014 Samish Island Campground 

Caravan Trip 6/21-29/2014 To Idaho 

Lewis River Reunion 6/22-27/2014 Lewis River Campground 

NW Singles Reunion 6/29-7/5/2014 Samish Island Campground 

Remote Sr. High Camp 7/5-12/2014 Camp Remote 

LR Jr. High Boys Camp 7/6-11/2014 To be determined 

Samish Family Reunion 7/6-12/2014 Samish Island Campground 

Remote Jr. High Camp 7/13-19/2014 Camp Remote 

SPEC/IYF 7/15-26/2014 Independence/Graceland 

Samish Camp Kluane 7/20-26/2014 Samish Island Campground 

Samish Camp Chimacum 7/27-8/2/2014 Samish Island Campground 

LR Jr. High Girls Camp 7/28-8/2/2014 Lewis River Campground 

LR Camp Zarahemla 7/29-8/2/2014 Lewis River Campground 

Remote Kids Camp 7/30-8/2/2014 Camp Remote 

Remote Reunion 8/3-9/2014 Camp Remote 

Samish Camp Kimtah 8/3-9/2014 Samish Island Campground 

Samish Camp Mungai 8/10-16/2014 Samish Island Campground 

Melchesidic Retreat 9/26-28/2014 To be determined 
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terrible pain and lifelong trauma from all 
kinds of abuse. Sometimes the verse is 
omitted… by insecure leaders of worship. 
This destroys the architecture of the text. 
Sometimes – less often – it is welcomed as 
exposing and recognising wounds that 
seem impossible to heal. 

 
 The selection committee’s discourse went 
full circle regarding this truth. As one pastor reflect-
ed, “I have reversed my thinking about this hymn, 
thanks to a wonderful discussion we had during the 
adult class at my congregation. I set the stage by 
opening a discussion of what purpose hymns play in 
worship and how we sing our theology. From a pas-
tor’s view, we should not just sing songs that make 
us comfortable…[but] because it is right and calls us 
to live up to Christ.” Though we may not always be 
able to sing it, the text will be published in its en-
tirety. 
 In many parts of the world and even in our 
churches, systems are still in place that oppress. 
“For Everyone Born” identifies particular areas 
where this is true. Pressing issues facing the church 
can look significantly different among cultures and 
nations. Though Community of Christ seeks agree-
ment or common consent in important matters, it 
commits to ongoing dialogue and lovingly upholds 
the common faith in Jesus Christ and the mission of 
the church. It is acknowledged that the lack of 
agreement on certain matters is hurtful to some of 
God’s beloved children and creation. Again, when 
sharing about the creation of this hymn text, Mur-
ray writes:6 
 

I selected the areas of injustice which di-
rectly affect women, children and the el-
derly – always the first casualties of dis-
crimination, poverty or war. I leave it to 
the singer to imagine other forms of dis-
crimination. And it became clear that no 
amount of writing about people’s rights 
will ever be effective if the supreme com-
ponent of forgiveness, which creates un-
derstanding and compassion, is not here…. 

I hope that, as you sing this [hymn], you 
find yourself speaking out for anyone ex-
cluded from having a voice at the table of 
decision-making on grounds of gender, 
age, orientation, or race. It seems we still 
need to do this! 

 
 Recently, a Community of Christ leader 
from Asia addressed the international council that 
created the denomination’s enduring principles. He 
admonished that in the midst of our differences, we 
work for the day there are no more victims, where 
all people have equal worth, and poverty and suffer-
ing is abolished. Until then, we also sing songs that 
shape us into “creators of justice and joy.” 
 
—From http://www.cofchrist.org/hymnal/articles/
everyoneborn.asp, by Lauren Hall 
  
Sources: 
1. Jorge Lockwood and Christopher Heckert, ed., For 
Everyone Born: Global Songs for an Emerging 
Church (New York: The General Board of Global 
Ministries, GBGMusik, 2008), 4 
 
2. Enduring Principles, http://www.cofchrist.org/
ourfaith/enduring-principles.asp (Accessed: 18 June 
2012) 
 
3. Ibid. 
 
4. Personal correspondence with Shirley Erena Mur-
ray, 18 June 2012 
 
5. Ibid. 
 
6. Ibid. 
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Saturday, November 2, 2013 

9-10 am 
Registration—Check in; pick-up lunch tickets; visit  
fundraisers/informational tables 

10-10:45 am Opening Worship 

11-Noon Delegate Orientation & Discussion 

Noon-2 pm 
Lunch—Enjoy a fabulous catered lunch on site (pre-purchase 
of lunch tickets required); lunch meetings 

2-5:30 pm Business Session 

6 pm 
Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 
NW Singles Dinner 
Sr. High Youth & Young Adults Dinner & Game Night (to 10 pm) 

Sunday, November 3, 2013 

7:30-9:15 am Pastors’ Breakfast—The Grotto: 8840 NE Skidmore Street, Portland 

10-10:45 am Ordination Service 

11-12:30 pm Communion Service; Apostle Ron Harmon speaking 

12:30 pm Conference Adjourns 

Conference Schedule 

NOTICE  
The Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center photographs and videotapes portions of our Conferences 

to enhance the effectiveness of our communication both to our current members and as an outreach tool in 
communities our Mission Center serves. We may use this technology in a variety of ways that may include the 
preparation and distribution of DVDs, as well as posting all or portions of our events on our website. We are 

providing this notice so that you are aware of this activity. Participation in our events presumes your permission 
for us to use your image in future communications. If you have questions, comments or concerns please feel 

free to contact the Mission Center President or Financial Officer.  
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